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Editorial

{t hus always been the drecan of the CM%Q.»,.:E\,:; of English and the
Centre for Research in F nglishe of St. Tevese's College (o widen Hie
horizon of owr ucadenac activities. e Revoe tried Lo achigve this
by organizing national wnd internabional sendwars, by establishing
comtucls with vepirded Universities on Tandver eorsed adnoad to facililate
vty of eminenl scholars and frofessors, and also by tuking steps
to publish a Journal of English studies. During the Golden fubilee
cefebrations of the Department in 2008 an frdernational Sewminar
ey onganized i ussocicdion with London Metvopolitar University

cand during this Semivar owr plan to [ndiish a journal tonk «
definite shape. Now we are able to bring oul the Jivst issue of the
Yevesion fowrnal of Englisle Stdies. The garrned as ntended Lo
prblish and promote studies in language, ltevalwre, cdture ciriel

gender with peocrvitical and creative perspiectives.

The articles have beew selected after discwssions wond sevutiny lo

meintain a moderately high standerd. Tn fie frdure issues we
will ke even greater efforts o omove toaards higher stendards
of excellence i scholarly publishing. The contrdndors are eniitiend
x.:..\m\n.,,.::.j aeademicians, wnd writers, profle who have wade thetr
wcerk e their area of specialication. There are also a few orticles
iy research scholars who ave passionately involved o their work.

[ wm deply grateful to all who encowvaged 1 and also sheared
onr drean of publishing a scholarly jowrnal. [ am blessed with
a committed Editorial Board and an eminent panel of Consultants
wha hoave supiported e by c.ﬁ._m.__.o_:;,__;,_ giving thewr precious time,
hnowledge and expertise. 1 am SQ:\.\:___ to God for the guidance
and help of these persons who are Jrlly devoted to scholarly and
crealive frorsuals and acadensc excellence.

[ ane immensely grateful to the College authorities who have gioen
greal support and encowragement in bringing owd this journel.

wish all the veaders of this Jorwrnal @ very enjovable and mspirving

reading experience.

Rochi- 11, Dr Celine E
1 5-10-2009. Fditor
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2 Dr Vi Harris

revealing, how even those poems that are usually considered “tragic”
and fall under the heading “Tears” are in fact shaped by a comic
iagination which depends heavily on  the unexpected and the
incongrunus. !

The first poem thar is included under rhe heading “Tears

i Lthe
following:

It’s such 2 licle thing 1o weep—
So short a thing to sigh—-
A ver— by Trades—the size of these

We men and wotnern dje! [Poem No. 189]

This four-liner surprisingly  succeeds in fusing  together what
apparently look like twvo Opposing attitudes or perceptions. Weeping and
sighing. the poem savs, arve “lictle” things hardly worthy of man. 1he
irst two lines, thus, provide a perspectuive on this sifly se
which 15 in une with the notion of the grandeur of man.
two hnes nastily undercut this notion
the size of “diese.”

trrtinientalicy,
Biut the next
and reduce men and women o
" What the poem conveys is not a tragic vision of
man’s dimittutiveness, though tragedy 1s implicit in such a scheme: what
It expresses is an idea which, m:..\::m itsell in a etd-de-sar,

refuses to
bow down to the forces operating on it and

mstead holds them in a
comic light, langhed at but yet laughing ar then.

The second poem beginning “Fach Scar I'll Keep for HHim™ [No.
is essentially about the siwsation of parted lovers.
speaker wears in her loved one’s absence is presumably
“A costlier one.” But she feels thac if her lover we
of tears that they

877] The. "Gem™ the
a drop of tear—
re Lo count the number
have both shed, he will definitely find his own
outnumbering hers: and so “I'll mis sum them. " This is hardly a

conventional lumentation, for swhat overpowers the speaker in

her
painlul separation from he

r loved onc is not the tragedy of the situation
but a quecr, almost absurd pre-occnpation with the “number” of reuars
and her inability 10 accurately sum them up. This

absurd vision s
Imcongruous with the

painful situation, which helps to account for w
the poem is essentially a comic one, the
of the lovers’

hy
comedy lying not in the fact

separation but in the speaker’s apprehension of and
response to .

Terestan journal of Enghsh Srudies - Vol L Noo 1 - October 2009 3

in Poem No. 1192, the comedy lies in the way “An Wcsnmﬁ tear”
is almost personalized and made o mﬁmza.cz :M.m oaﬁ.ﬂ \7._0 Um?:m
Suflice.” The idea of a depuly o a drop of Qm:. 15 quite wrw:ﬂmwu m,:dwﬁ
this incongruity 1s further underlined g the H.ﬁ.@qm:nﬁ :m.v _.Jq,.u:\h _ﬁ hich.
ordinarily, is not in any way assoctated wich tears. T he poem’s mucfm:d,n_ﬂ,;
is quite hard to feliow: from tear w bonze w rnzﬁuﬁ.: Mo m_u.:..p.\, :M
obehisk. All these are brought together, Hc_nunmﬁeﬁ. im ;& s ~.©ﬂr Cacmu "
poem of cight lines in such a1 way that the _.ﬁ..u.a?.:, 1$ at w:.v.p ia M: a w:.r ,
bv the sheer incongruity of the images that follow one 'm:mﬂ.ﬁ e athes
:.w quick succession, totally unexpected and rather iltogical. .q/: honest
is a tough,

rear which s “Rearec by itsell™ and is “durabler than bronze toug

[ - = . - . . - . . : ﬂ—
uncompromising_image that draws strength from o comic imaginatio
attuned to the incongruons and ihe absurd.

M -1 - PR B - W ar
In the fouwrth poem which Thomas 1. Johnson has classilied unde
: .- S . N . SArS, 5
sading “lears,” but which does not explicitly mention tears, it i
the heading AT \ phieits mention s, B
the “pretry Rain” that takes hersell, and the speaker, and us, by Tw_
: U pretn ; o T  feeline
There is a “wirestle v her simple Throat,” bue she Lails to hold ;:r..? eling
o : 5 sCC s} ¢ SOCTOW
denwny and bursts inio tears. However, the wears secin 1o be not ot u_:‘mw \
: P h18, X ! ot
. H : . . T R “Fervor ys
but of some joy, or passion. or in the pocn’s wor cl, .CA_C.H _
o speaks W any ragedy but of some vital impulsc,
“sudden crown” speaks not of any tragedy bug . e \mj.:.:ﬁ
a deep feeling which swrfaces 1 a moment of uncontrolled pass :
o el . . R - . o [ LR :m—.ﬂﬁnﬁ—.:
and the poem, which 1s [ull of marual nnages— wrestle, fw::*r
| ” i i tec - kee ¥ distance anv
and even “Crown”—gains in elfect by keeping at a 3 3

association wharsoever of tears with tragedy.

The poems of tears wre thus seen to cnact an inherent nnw:ﬁn_,w
which by iwselt is nothing bur incongruous. But H:r.m.m.. four _uOm:_.m wm,_M
not generally considered major tmnnnm in Em U_n_,ﬁ:mé canon, m”“:“&
order to prove the point about Dickinson’s comic vision, oﬂ.ﬂm S .
examine a few of her "masterpieces™ which are :M,,:.M_:u,~ taken to M.m,wmﬂ._:r
tragic, and even morbid. Dickinson’s obsession with death, w F_ is MM
recurrent theme in her poetry, 1s one reason :._:,_ u.:c has been Qr::wnh
any claims to the comic mode. Although some Q..:_Wm have .mc_.::J_,n:.Hmﬁ
on her “silly playfulness,™ no one seems to _.E,_,c.mwm_a m:o_.wmm LE..::%“
1o the significant comic elements in her :.o_,._r r\_,.mm. for .:Zm“,n,m” ! ~_
pocm, “I felt a Vuncral in my Brain” [No. 280]. The standard cntica

Lo, 3 3 s Reeves has it, it is “a unique and daring
opinion s that, as James Reeves has put it it is 73 1
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6 Ly WO, THarris

hckinson says that parting is all that we know, and need to know, of
heaven and hell. The dialectcal tension beuveen beaury/uruth and
parung is carried on inre another dialecric of earth and heaverdhell.
All this wends to clothe the poem m the garb of a grim comedy which
Konows very well thar there is no way out of the terrible siwation.

Another poent, "My lile had stood-—a Loaded Gun™ [No. 754]. has

given Mickinson's eritics muwch orouble. Louise Bogan writes: [« this an

allegory, and 1t <o of whae® Is ir g ary from some psvchic deep where
good and cvil are now 1o be separated? In amy case, it is a poein whose
reverberations are mdinite, as e great music; and we can only LSS
:\:.::.m:::m,.::_._:.:.,..:,_,:?,.:ﬁr.:,.:,:._.v.c_nm:_.,,n...,u:,ﬂ._f.r._.n.:.”:r:.ﬁ_cﬁ

not knew what the poem is all abour, or ac teast how exacrly it

reverberate i honay

s vfhe to guess the “agony”™ of s creation? Qr why
speak of agony ac all? Louise Bogan further stawes: “rhis power 1o sav

the unsavable <o hine ol the unkiewsable

i3 the power of the seer,
i this wolrtian cuippeed with an nonic intelligence and great courage

ol spicit.™ This as ol very swell af Bogan does not go on to say thar

thie sl of Fnaly Dickinson's imagination 15 of this world.”™ 1o i

coertainly odd: on the one hand, the poet is called a secr, one who has
the power to sav the unsavable: on the other, her inmagination is
considered to be ol tis world Louise Bogan says that the poem “deties
analysts;” her reading oo is of the same order. What she has failed
to notice is the gallows humour, the macabre comedy, of the sitnation
desaribed in the pocn. Right from the beginning, with the reterence
to the speaker’s life as a loaded gun, down through the six four-line
stanzas, the poem exudes a comic aura which is not overpowered cven
by the tast two lines that border on the tragic and just (but just) keeps
(rom slipping down nto the sentimental. A loaded gun which can kil
but clocs not have the power o die is indeed a pitiable thing, and it
becomes all the mome pitiable after the Master dies, for without the
Master’s orders, it cannot even kill. This irony, however, transforms the
entirc poen into a terrible excercise in absurdity. The terror (or agony,
according to Louise Bogan) of the loaded gun becomes the absurd terror
of a meaningless existence; and the poets vision is such cthat it allows
no room for lamentation; on the contrary, what gives the poem its sheer
control 1s an uncanny sense of the comic which directs its viral
novemerl.
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Emily Dickinson's comedy is not, however, confined ro such dack
humour; at times, it succeeds in creating poems that virtually bristle
with gaiety and sheer abandon. ™1 taste a _.5_.:.:, :9.@. brewed M._”LO.
214] is a good example Tt goes without saving that .Q:m. Tﬂn.:._ n_o,ﬂwe.m
its chiarn from an unadulterated joy in hiving and 10 a vision .o_. life
unsullied by any pain or suffering. The inebriaied "Debauchee ot H.,m.,:.._
~the litde Tippler/ Leaning against the Sun™ {or ,._L,_,,o:,_ 7._u_.~.n~_.:_.:m
Cowne ). is the portrait of a wonian who has brushed m_.ﬁlm‘ M,Sm anguish
of living and gone abrouad (o drink and drink the more. The comedy

lies not only in this rol absence of the tragic and the dreadiul, but

' - .
i ir snowy hats, sal uni 1e windows) which
seraphs waving their snowy hats, samnts runnimg o the win s}

. : R T . [T T, . crds scooped in pearl,
n those images (a liquor never brewed, tankards scoqy F

by thelr sheer absurdity create a world far removed from reason or sense.
As the persona tevels and rollicks in fun, the reader is sransported to

a world where the conuc vision reigns supreme.

Notes

1. Thomas 11 Johnson. ed., Poems of Enily Diclitnson, 3 vols (Cambridge,
Mass.: .__rn.,, Belknap Press of Thovaed  Lhav Press, 1055 All
quotilions fiom the poems are taken lrom thix edition, and ihe poem
numbers are given, in the text i brackets.

2. Yvor Winters, “Emily Dickinson and the Limits ol Judgment,” ,Fcum“
“pt. Enly Dickinson: A Collection of Craitical Esseays, ed. Richard 1. Sewall
(Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 1963}, p. 29.

. =1 » - y . 3 . il Drickins . mﬁ*
3. James Reeves, “Inuodiiction” 1o Selected Poems of Emily Dickinson

James Reeves {London: Heinemann, 1959}, p. xxxax.

4. ibid., pp.ax-xxi

5. Lousc Bogan, "A Mectaphysical Poer,” 1960; rpt. Ewmily Dickinson:
Collection of Critical Essays, ed. Richard B. Sewall, p.142.
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Ihid., pp.142-43.
7. lbid., p. 143.
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10 Dr 3 Nidwanancha Blia
else, are at one in having this as the fundamental character of rheir
greatness” (FF 300,

According to Sri Amrobindo, the Poetic vision, like evervrthing else,
(ollows necessarily the evolution of the human mind and according to
the age and environment, it has its levels, its ascents and descents and
165 returns.

Sri Aurobindo asserts thar:

.. 1t is not sufficient for peetry to atain high
and chychim; it must have, o fill rhem,

intensitics ol word
arr auswering Intensity of
vision.  And this does not depend only on the individual power
ol vision of the poet, but on the mind of his age
level of thought and expericnce, the aclequacy of

s symbols, the
depth of its spiritual acainment. (F7° 563

SrtAurobindo now (akes up the question of the ide
that could bhe expected in oan age of
because he

al spiric of poerry
he mereasingly inwuitive minel.
tias hope in the possibility of such an age. He considers
Manta as “the highest intensest revealing fonm of poctic thought and
expression” (£ 1449),

- By Manwa, the Vedic poets meant:

- an inspired and revealed seeing and visioncd thinking,
by a realisation

attercled
. of some inmost wruth of God and self and man
and Nature and cosmos and life and thing and thought and
experience and deed. Tt was a thinking that came on
of a great soul rhythm, chandas.  Vor the seeing could not he
separated from the rmml:mw It was one act. (FP 19%)

the wings

The great poet, according to Sri Aurobindo,

Interprets to man his
present or reinterprers

for him his past, but can also point him to his
future and in all three reveal him the face of the Eternal” (Fp 2003).
He adds, “An intuitive revealing poetry of this kind which we have in
view would voice a supreme harmony of five etcrnal

powers, “truth,
Beauty, Delight, Life and the Sprit” (£p 203-204).

Sri Aurobindo obscrves that the secing

specch or the poetic specch
has itself different grades of its power

of vision: the simplest power

and conry, 1t -
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1 - — 10 a ﬁ:rwﬂ_.~ 200 Al _ A i [
w: | M_.—AQ

PRUSTO Acy N ity Difensities attempting a more rich
- ~rfect adeguacy m its mte §
{inc and perte jLads i

Tore _.U.C:.@H,_.F: EXPression, u greater %:..:..z:a_ a hoss :M,H.n:ﬁn_._.“i.. e
moTe inaginative sticerity and ,...r.;.r;_a:.w ol ::.v:mr.?. T.M _ﬁm FHA:” ,.u“w_“w“h
thar will glve a sublimer poetc H._::.O_.:... a :r.rnw ,J:M ,,:v > ._:.R:,m.
w.un.pum.wu, _..w‘,: superior o this “there is a more :::,:.:h. ,_7._.31.‘ L " :
Mc_.:.,.:.mi.:_m. spiritual enoton, o mot :.._:w:m.c ;:lm“ﬁmﬂ_wx specch. o
which the soul can be more vibrandy sensible” ( 2T 3.

S Aurobindo renuorks that the mc:.:?. ol a ?Or,; .r.h_ﬁ.ﬁ.lwv,f_,..c.wz. _.;m,
4 hioh beawy of a considerable greamess i any ol ::..,.fr ﬁn..an ,.L.ﬁ”.
\m::..,_,._R. l:x..._r.__.. and ades that s the poutic mm.:.,.r,&_u p._M.:. _.,,,.u._”:.vﬁ_”,.w W”ﬁ..“_.,_:ﬂ..n._.
muitive, .:Z_.:_.o& or H,c,.i.._:.:,/. wticrinee that _.x.fp ue .:._c,_ .‘ ..,:.r_. et
ot enky Tmoves and sceizes ns the most, buae it acliits .H. :n..;.,wc - ._w
most x_u.:.::::.,_ profowid ligin Ca.%..ﬁ.;:,o...“:.:_.ch,ﬁm;w, n”__%N”..P__,Hw_”.?ﬁ.zwn#
ol ordinary ideas and objects and s highest _.an. i ! - m .. ) :u.c
w._::x.n :ﬁ; surpass the manner and range e nnits ol depth o .

_ ﬁ,vc,.ls.
:cﬂ.:._.r__:._:_:__xr_:.hﬁ:|:u, N
i TG ONG sl Ty ovstica
S Aurobindo’s own poent is i rare example ol a lolty
vistonn.,  Here we owo examples
) 1. Transformation

ubitle chivihmic storeani;

Iv breath tuns i a
:\_.M:.,m my members with a might divine:

I have n:..i:r the Inlinite ke a glant’s wime.
Tine inomy drama ovr my pageant dreanm.

Now are my llumined cells jov's flaming scheme ‘
And n__x:m.ﬁn_ ey dhrifled and H:.E.,._n:m:m nerves to {ine
Channels of vapuure opal and hvaline

For the influx of the Unkoown and the Suprene.

I wuin no more a vassal ol the lesh,

A slave to Nature and her leaden rute:
narrow mesh.

5

[ am caught no more in thie sens .
My soul unhorizoned widens to measureless sight,
Mv body is God’'s happy living (ool

Mv spirit a vast sun ol dearhless light




AsnoaoSie TN SwAnuBs opis 1yS11 ) TONIDpIRL 28uIs € JO U0}
a1t $9YB1 SWAQR-UI-ISTW [ENsIA YT, 167 PIqE] L H2A0A001UT DaneSau
pue sanisod jo ooardionseul, v §1 gy puv Kpg] WOPOoOM S IS

(1o uaapwsjopf]  CoUolqemeap AjRasn
sip punoaSyorq pre punoifalo) yiog ey »ep A syusatdor
SAISATODI, Ul 0a, AU, Ispae a1 jo wed o uo swiaqiep aunb @
st AJEnsp) S A0 §)0 11 2INGL € S U9dS 3 UuD PuUnoIl 2soym
suo s1 2181 dAlsAND Y IDE Sulmeip ) Jo pnpoad-ig pruopooe
ue Ajp1ow s1 punolf asoym U0 S1 ounSl DIYRMEIP IDAIID Y

JUOISINDBIL PRy 2 ALty wsN[dIoos! (RRedsioiul SIy] 2uey
jo mu..::m swanxs onn uondoorsd Suises) ‘simsad SIPIULEIS [PNSIA v
inTu.:.:, pio1 Jo suontod yusEamba usyay DGISLADT JU0ID PUNCAS
st pue aunSy O YOIYm Ul SUONWULS VTR0 U2adm0y 218 2191,
.muc:.o.hmw,vﬂ.nuﬂﬁ— @._..—w mhq—mﬁﬂ mv: 4 H~HU~.F~QC.:_/._.HU f_c m‘_.‘_humu_hﬁuh_ U_;:UUA.—w uo 1Ll D1
Aue v a7e8 su spoup uondaniad jo ssonord Suzany sy, dusuonela
PUROISOMBL v Aq pAIE|RpPOU S1PIDL} [RBSIA AN COSUDS |P12UBE © U

{NAISINDAl Jo Lo} 241 Ul 20428} JO jei 01 sapmuaxead s1waq piom iy
YSroay) suna ey 21501 307unan o1 [Py} SUn Aur moge 12180 94
uen oo o syse paeddoig t aaoun 200 PR mp S0INjoSaR [T, 2dam
suonuiuoysuedy eraodiad Jo astaaum v uy fon - 61 wlngg s pavddo

weep]  suondasiad noydxa tusdogp jo SusEnd oy e sind aapungyp muif

se 81 ae onewwap s paeddoig e apied 1neae o3 Spuime usjEalque
sgawa0). a3 Jo ouds up UDUISY Im UOISIS IR[HS Mquyienmn v
sodrl]s niSumde]d YsnLg N10g-uRE{RAnisOyDorT) 2 parddog wag,

safewn udaplp jo uonmasdiann
snonSpur - ySnonp  Angeax jo sowepd  joo uolsmyuod  91edD AP
~uonusnur Loy pue ‘aanoadsiad jo suonou Annuono o suoneselIaul
DIV $YI0M IMOUN-18D S1T] IXDIUOD 1SHTIIING DY Ul PADPISUOD HIOo &
TZL61 — &061) 1snre oiydeld yoingg 241 19408 §1DU10T) SIINE

wemwief ¢ adg

preddoig pue aoyosy ul sI180jENG SAISINIIY

INOYS 01 DU PUY POL) DI0) ISIDATUN DT

Mo Mol pue swon s padepd snuaios v

Un pos eSS o 1o poPum s

usaeay] o1 sdeyand nuas sl g D10

121 pur popu ‘patanbuod adoavg ySnomngr pasaplnt .

U3AL13 YIRIUOIE P2A2PIOSsE ¥ fﬁ UlEaq

TYSIT (e g plomSe puw jpoy 2 Jo aody
PPRNOS ARSI O Wod) SUuIsiT CpPuy

IBT] R D1 MES D01-0fg 2Y) Japilj}]

apnu sonje Suneupsw plolig) v

ASSAPO 2 puw peljl Mp pasodwior)

NULIQ § U239y 911 0 SHOUOWLIOY JO 2NIUIEUGY
jeirowiun soades ‘prewasy 21 1Y

NULIP “I3fWEL] 2311w PUC[S B MES pue DP2aBedsp 200

IDUDIG [BILING JO WEIT YV °Z

e CTpUTuRATIN g (T

¢l




L MR

14 P 8 Jawvaram

duplicating the left side signifving Day. The movement from left to right
thus  bounces back recursively. What offsers the rnigicduy ol this
schematisin s the upward  movement thar  generates

4 magic
transtormadon whose dislocatory effect is akin ro whar Gregony Bateson
describes as u schizophrenie construcuon of reality, where the surtace
realisin of the technigue docs not provide any metaphorical clue to
factlitate pereepual  transinon [Bateson,  102]0 Shoshana  Tehnan
compares this kind of recursten to a spral:

The spiral consists of o series of repeated circlings in which what
tirns s indeed bound 1o re-turn, but in which what cireutarly thus
remrns only renarns sooas womiss anew s poini of departure..
[{hoted by Spence. Keea)

The upward movement in Dy and Night is a spiralling action in
which patches of frelds cinematagraphically dissolve into birds. The lack
ol a sharply delineared werface problematizes the binariuess of the

concepts of day aud nivhe,

Stoppard’s play, The Real Inspector flound, mounts a similar
mterrogatton of the wadidonal opposiuon ol fiction and rveality. The
mise-en-abyme ol the play cmplovs a sodar mirror-reflection as in
Escher's Doy and Night, But svheveas, in Fscher, recursion takes place
M A syatagmatic space, in Stoppard it operates as a play-within-the-
plav. The (rame-play tself s @ mirror reflection of reality. Moon and
Birdboot are two theatre critics who occupy the audicnce space i a
lictional theatre, thus bringing the real audience lace 1o face with itself

The first thing 1s that the audience appear to be confronted by
their own rellection in a huge mirror. Impossible. However, back
there in the gloom — not at the footlights ~ a bank of plush seats
and pale smudges ot (aces. [The Real Inspector Hound, 9)

Moon s a second-string reviewer, ambitious to step into the shoes
of the Mirst-stringer, Tliggs. Through a series of tromp Poeil audience
gestwres, he establishes himsell as 2 simulacrum of the real! audience.
He is soon joined by Birdboot, an old hand, fond of forming liaisons
witht promising actresses.
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The entry of Mrs, Drudge, the charwoman, marks the play-within-
the-play, manilestung the frame that separates Moon and Birdboot from
the characters of the mset play. The intercutting remarks of the critics
consciously maintain the clear boundary between their world and the
fictional world of Muldoon Manor

Once the divide bewveen the play world and the non-play world
has rthus been delineated, Swoppard proceeds 1o deconstruct  the
opposition by integrating them through the technique of recursion. The
transgressive phone ¢ call thar starts the :_:l Act of the Muidoon Manor
play carries a volce that s not in Qrw script. [o s for Birdboot from
his wife. As e steps on 1o the stage- to-answer the phote; the action
of the inset play resuImnes. irrevocably mE_u:mmm:m hun in the role of
Simou Gascovne. The wony of misidenutheation hies, as June Schleuter
points out, m the recursive parallel in the situatons of Birdboot and
the fictive Simon Gascoine:

Just as Birdboot spent the previous evening with the actress playing
,m.,m:n_J. and s now veady to abandon her for the actress playing
Cynahias so did Stnon spend the evening with Feliciey and is now
ready 1o abandon her for Cynthia.  [(Metafictional Characters in
Modern Dreone,  93-91]

Transformanen in The Real Inspecter Hownd is not conhned 1o
Birdboot alone. Moon's attempt to retrieve his partner results in a
sirnilar _.,“,m:.nn transgression. The moment he crosses the border, he
contronts a similav tate of altered identity. Cynihia’s entry thrusts upon
him the fetionat role of Inspecror Hound, and he is lodged i a situazion
as inescapable as Birdboot's. The recursive principle in both cases is

the same nevitability of the consequences of role-taking.

The imbroglio of multple role-taking reaches its parodic clinax
with the introduction of the marginalized DPuckeridge, Moon's
understudy, who comes to occupy the centre of the frame-play and the
playv-within-the-play, assuming four identities, three of which belong to
Moon: the real Inspector Iound, Magnus, and finally Aibert Muldoeon,
Cynthia’s long-lost husband.
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Mind Transition and Self Expression in the
Selected Novels of Shashi Umm_ﬁumﬂ&m

Dr ], Sundarsingh

“fheve &5 ono life Orudh, felligence. nor substunce v wmalter
AU nfirite Mind and iy infivdte meondfestation.
- Mo Bddy's Science and fealth
in.the context of significant advancement. appeal and desivability
in the m.o._:,s of Indian Writing in’ English. the present paper s
aucimpted 1o farhom the profundity and success of thoughr expression
1 the selected novels of Shashit Deshpande. Subsequently the paper
gives a detatled account of the eftectivencss ol the expression of the
clioacters abow thermeselves, their anstomes, traditions and wle

thucugh
the mentl tansiion that takes place as cach cluracter expresses the
experiences that they go through i therr hives: This study is significant
stnce the writer, the character

the seuting, the srory and the dinlogues
are completely Indian in narre. “This puper highlights the approaches
to "Mind style’ as projecied by Roger Fowler and Mark Turner, discusses
the themes of the works of Deshpande and justifies the significance ol
the application ol mind stvle on her writing. fer novels mainly focus
on woman-man refatonship and the human swruggle for ‘recognition
and ‘belonging’ ,J,CQM,E, consists of human beings and effective social
interacton is possible only with better hwumnan refationship. The men
and women 1 the middle class go threough the menwal confusion of
their faiths, beliefs, wraditions, histories and their specified roles in the
society and family as they are prone to transitions i society and fnily.

Phese women go through a significant mental metamorphosis and due
to that their selecuon of expressions also goes through changes.

1. Mind Style: A General Perspective

Miud not onlv conceives the subject matter, but also promprs an
appropriate way ol expressing the subject.

Iind processes the subject
matwer atd decices the mode of presentation. [t can be stated that
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subject matter is the world and the view of the world depends on the
mind. [ this context mind may be treated as a “catalvst’ ot a *lacilitagye
for the expression ol subject matter. This can be better explaine
through the following flow chat:

Mind
{Facilitator/Catalyst)

Subject Malter Expression

Besicles, all emotions find expression it fanguage: all emortions find
effective exprossion in the sivle of the language: and all ciotons find

most appropriate expression i the mmd swvle of the language. Elfcclive

and successiul presentation of the subject matter depends on the
nc:_ﬁ_..nrm_.;_:u: of the workings of mitd which can be rermed “mind
strategios”. Mind  expresses  through  a liguage  buased  on s
understanding ol the worldl MUAK. Talliday says “the speaker or writer
embodics in lmgunge his experience of the phenomena of the real
world” and this includes hus experience of the internal world of his own
conscinusness: s reactions, cognitons and percepuons, and also s

linguistic acts of speaking and undersiancling™ (1973, p. 106G

2. Delinition of Mind Style:

A fiction represcuts’ the real world which 1s lilled with people.

Though the characters in the fictons are not ‘real’, they rvellect the
characteristics of the people of the world, 'lo idendly the mind sivle
of a character, it is necessary to cxamine the language used by the
character, as the characters express themselves through the language.
Thus the mind is revealed through the choice of language. A short
comment on cach of the theorctical aspects of language and mind seyle’,
as expressed by the experts in the held. s given below

2.1. Roger Fowler:

Roger TFowler coined the term wind seele” in 1977 and he says
‘mind siyle vefers to any distinctive linguistic presentation of an
individnal mental self” (1977:103). He is of the view that certain aspects
of human life strongly inlluence the character's worldvies. His definition
of mind style is as [ollows:
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Litcrary aspect of o story s one of the arafaces of the mental

Mind does not work che be and alse

an

[ATOHCRS, Way ir ApPpeavrs {¢y

consciousiiess is not the one that reveals the mind. However

assessment of mental process aan reveal the svorking ol mine. Tlas will
criable fixing the personality taits ol individuals.

3. Themes, Characters and Mind Transition:

Everv author has bis hee own theme, the theme thae heshe leels
most unportant in the society of thar pacticular cenuuay. Deshpunde
deuals with the problems of middle class famities. In all her novels, she

has mried o show rhat “mind is the cause of all pains’. All her characters

appear to be chinkers and henee

her writing s highly philosophical

The primary [ocas of mmd sivle

to study how a language s used
the
experience ol an mdividual and this experience differs fromn PLrson o

1o express o subject matter, The subject mater is bom owm ol

persorn and (rour siwwadon to siuation, Fach individual's mimed sevle is
exposced through o pacnicalar idearional struciure. [lence mind stvle
approach is appropriate for studving the themes of Deshripanele. The .
characters of Deshpande go throaylh the acute menial process of varied
experiences. A foregrounded menml process with an introspective mind
stvle conveys different images ol what is going on in the world. This
[ wish to call Mind Transition or Mental Metamorphosis. By cvaluaring ;
the expressions uttered by the speakers, it would be possible to evaluate

the thought processes that were gomg on i the mind.

4. Critical Summary of Novels using Mind Transition approach §

Neshpande’s carecr started with short story writing. Her shove story §
collection The Legacy was tirst published m 1978, IHer fiction writing £
started with the publicavon of The Dark Holds No Terrors in 1980, Iler

writing went through the mental development of an author in different
phases. Her liest phase ended with the publication ol That Long Silence
in 1988, Bewveen these two novels there were three novels published
manely, If I Die Today (1982}, Come Up and Be Dead (1982) and Roots
and Shadows (1983).

mental transition from short story writing into {iction writing and as

In the lirst phase the author goes through a

a fiction writer from a confused mined 1o recreative mind. She confesses
it her Writing from the Margin and other Essays that, after becoming
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a wife and mother, she has felt her intellecwaal sell being suppressed.
Due o the “conflict berween {emale sell and the incellecrual sell thar
self expression began™ (2003:3). A wriler requires idcas, the arge o
express and the ability to use linguage with comifort and understanding.
Exposure o experiences iguites imagination in creative wrirers and the
imaginaucn hngers in the mind undl it is expressed. Deshpande says
that the characters of her novels come from the society wherein she
andl feels that the

Hves faces the complexides ot life. Beshpanc

[
characters alone control the story and thetr expressions.

4.1. The Dark Holds No Terrors

Deshipande’s lirst novel The Dark Holds No Terrors (hercinalter The
Darky ries to farthom the mind ol its protagonist Sarita who goes ::.Cr.._m._.ﬂ
the struggles of being u doctor by profession, a wife, mother, daughier
and an individual. Though this being the muhior's first [ult-length novel
and also it is a transton [rom shorter version of story writing, the
author proves to be successfiul in bringing out the complexities of the
mutcl of the herowme. This novel made Deshpande vealize thae “writing
a novel was hke cimbarking on o voyage of discovery™ (2003:13%). 1n 1he
process, she discovers the complex mind and moods of inen and wonen,
apart [rom vehemently eriricizing the follies of man-woman relavonship.
By syinbelizing the husband as a stranger and desoribing the mos:
ntimate experience between hushband and wife as rape-like experience
in the prelude, the author describes the detached mind of a professional
woman of a middle class to personal, sexual and social suppressions.
However the author does not miss thie desailed sketch of the mental
metamorphosis of the cenwral character in realizing her individuality.
Sarita, often called as Saru, is the unwanted in her home, especially
after the premature death of her brother Dhruva by drowning before
her own eyes. Her mother reminded her often that she wanted only
her brother to live. Against her mother’s desire, Saru pursues medicine
and marrics Manohar of lower caste, but a promisiirg poet with a dream
of going 1o be cared and loved by somcbody.

But Manu, the Manohar, proves to be otherwise with his inferiority
complex of having to live in comforts with the earnings of his wife.
She, due to the demands of her Jjob, does not make cither a good wife
or mother and paticntly endures the sexual assault of her husband. She
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26 Dr J. Sundarsingh

glimpse of optimism is traceable even tw the readers in every hfe
situation of Java. I prompts us to state that the mind carries the presew
failure to the past to view 1t in the light ol the “seemingly present vanuy'
so that the present tragedy can be forgouen or manageable. Due to
the quarrel with Java, in anger, Mohan leaves home to an undisclosed
place. Java gocs through the experience ol uncertainty, which gets-
intensticd at the nows that her son Rahul has been missing. The process
ol her mental metamorphosis ts complete as she receives Rahul safely,
escorted by her brother-in-law, as well as an apparently positive word’
from her husband Mohan “All well returning Friday morning”™. For a
woman who “sighed for a catastrophe™, it is now a desperate realization
that the “life has always to be made possible”™, Thus Java goes through -
a pessimistic mental process in which she’ projecis a series of stories |
with a personalized selection ol words, i

4.4. The Binding Vine: :

The Binding Vine also revolves around rhe freedom of “self;

expression”. In this novel the protagonist Urinila comes forward boldly,
ine spite of her own agedy of losing her nfant daughien to support

the rape vicum Kalpana and publish her mother-in-law Mira’s Huom:.w..q

z
i

Kalpana is irf coma after being brutally raped by her uncle. Mira is}

no more alter having expressed through her poems all her loneliness,
anguish, broken dreams, unfulfitled ambirions and rape mm marriage.
Urmila decides (o make aloud the silent suflering of these two women
by going 1o police for nvestgation of rape and press for publication
of the poems. The society’s attitude towards rape victim 15 projected.
Urmila, already a dcjected lady, finds solace in Mira's torgotten poems g
and in helping the mother of outraged Kalpana. However she isg
horrificd to see the sociery being indifferent to her crusade. Lven
Kalpana's mother Shakutai herself says: “But somctinies 1 think the only
thing that can help Kalpana now is death™ (Fhe Brnding Vine: 178). She
is alraid ol the socicty which, she thinks, will make evervthing wuc_u:m....
and consequently distore it to the extent ol alfecring the marviage .um_
her other daughter. .

However Urmila makes a bold attempt saying: “It's not fair, it's §

Tercsian journal of English Staches - Yol 1. No 1 - Gaober 2009 27
_ uncler the carpet [orever because we are alraid of the disgrace”™ (1bid,
p.174). Su she goes to the press, making o big issue of shifting Kalpana
to a suburban hLospital. She feels thar this would bring justice to the
allected one. She does not receive much E.:z.a:_,u.u from her famly
members and friends. However Urmita is able 1o miuence Shakutad
and she also starts talking about going to police when the culprit’s wile,
her sister commits suicide. Urmila, who is affected mentaily due to the
deatlr of hier daughter, comes out of mental depression by helping and
enancipating others, and in the process she finds herselt a :F.H.:.,:?
wmanred and developed person. Her choice of expressions reveal her

mind stvle

Mark Tlurner’s “projection model” 1s found in the hfe of
Urmila as she projects her own sad story on o the storics of other

characters and this “narratve imagining” heips her 1o come out her

WL “:.,.V_.v_n:d..

4.5. A Matter of Time

A Matter of Time is a critical summiny of the {ollics of human life.
Tt also carclully assesses the vahdity and genuineness ol the man-aworman
nuptial relationship, The author in this novel makes it very clear :ra,:.
onc cannol escape oneself and one's realite. Based on Yajnavalkva's
argument with his wile Maitreyt about venonncing married life, as 1old
in the Brihadamyaka Upanishad, the theme of the novel reveals the
complexities of married life. Gopal attempts o break himself {ree trom
bondage of marriage for no specific reasons. However the voice within
the novel wtries (o analyse and lind out the reason for his strong
determination ro leave his beautiful wife, Sumi and rthree daughrers

Sumni does not understand the real motive behind his decision and
determines (o ask him the reason for his leaving if at all she gets a
chance to meet him. In the long process of finding the cause for s

‘walking on his family” quite a lot of philesoplucal utterances are muade.

The novel puts forth a question, whicluis important - whether living
or loving. Gopal leaves home fearing that the emprtiness that he is
suffering from may allect his family. However he has [orgotien Lo sce
the void that he created by his absence. Now Suimi is left alorne with
her three daughiers. She {ind a job and leoks after her daughters. She
finds solace and liberation in writing “ihe Gardener's Son”, a drama
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Sacio--Psvchiological

Novel Main Muwl Snvle Mind Transiuan
Character  Couiext
THFE DARK Sarita I, Rejected by hiar b Annospoctise Tersenatin changes

1IOLDS NO

TERRORS

ROOTS AND  1ndu

S1LADOWS

TIIE
BINDING
VINE

Java

Urmiila

-

i

+}

maother —
conllict harwaen
RETEIY

CHennned by the

dleath of her buother
by dirowning as she
witiiessedd 1.

Sarvies Aot aned
seeffurs
bl
Sulently wifferig.
teeling alienated aud
passively restaringg

H areatrene

...,:H::A.., ed by Ak,
the Aaniaah of
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Marrvicd Juvoan ooy
ven asmert Beer audwende
altive s to Lacak
the: pareneal bends
Marrige makes boev
dlepenlonn aned ey
stra-terind ala
Fisrnenrs Lot

I Lies avempr roogen
derached, she findds
hersedl artaclied wirh

cvervone mvaed hew

. ...f.#.z:mon_ ::.—._..:TJ

Sovarter thiun Moboon,
bun ne anatsprolan
Dreatly of ber £
Lice i
Fusuan ad her
emotionally momate

RAIEE CULs L

el sevle as the d goes
througlh rhe hite
process and develops
from sell=soladon o
self-recognition awd
frou iguorance

2 Conlused stae
af wite! due 1o
conllciing

CRpereiice comprehenson of
wirrhd.
w
- Passrve qnestio- sClouded with =a

nirg el rany fadluves, 1l
wained of Dcha wets
coufited and

strugpies o Linc o

ol st

abf miud dhie o

L Lk of <ot Conslusoans
Atsers foe ey T b L
LIS £SO NS neliedonl veaders,

Sk sutlers from

bavorkels e

e

1. Feanstuonal
hitrospoectve
wind seyle

2 Passive
Quesiioning
mid

Mindd weetantorplinses
[1 Dettisvnent as L
in revealed in ler
Latigunge wse

friendd Fawad baont e

Follows her Dsdaned
o exile

Affecwed by the death

of her o dauglier

Fitdds solace i helpt
Kalpana, e rape
victing and o taking
etforts w publish
Miva's e
Flabovate discussion
on yape within and

cautside warmiage
Realizes that hev
sullering was
comparatively josser
than e saffeving
ol orhers.

i5 i leriad
suffering, s ibe
PISHIEOLISE ADPears
to e suong,

L. [ntrospectve 1
i sevle

Clnguiring i,
anulyzieg the apposing e souiern
Life al Mu
Shalutan andd
Shiaku's
daugluer
Ralpana

sawpes Lt
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5 A MATIER Copal/ 1 Punecton of U Ihilosapdiucal iy the strupgle 1
- OF TIME Suwmitra CRUILILEE I L i, {indd tlae meaniy of
butween Gopal Life auued eleadds, ﬁ.-_\:u.u_
Al S loyses Sunn and
FoARso paines oun the D The auind sevle vealizes thas tnaan
RN TR afternces _.r._..:.:..:w_:_v siclires
Bestsveen Shripan betwean CGopal as long as tlie Ty
and Kalvan and Sunu cxists '
3. Geopal leaving e
for vamne reasons
anch Bumu taba
care of theiyr
elauglners.
4 Deach of Swanl in
a1 accodet
5. SMALL Madhu T Flaseed b b 1. Dhiscovcering Bty strengihe ned
REMEDNES wrcaenory ol he ik b el Tound
eleads ab Lo ondy wisclon, Mzl
) (IS YNTITTRNE PR 13} 20l goes verurns 1o lue
viake throngh Taaslad

SR e ogeaphy provweis af
ol Saveivi, healing and
S e relaoonslugs winh vl Madlo

Mo and Muanoa's disvovers T

vabirgast Leonn hiew e seft
enTs

40T he esnngowiens
Fietnocaon Ml
Al monn

Thus it is shown that the characters in the aovels go through
transition borh in dtheir monud and modtherr hves: In close reading o 1s
lound that the source of the conflicts benveen individuals s wraced
the conllicting mind ol each person and the same was revealed in theur
sell expression

6. Comparison of signilicant words in the novels

The tollowing table makes a revelation ot the lexical repettions
in the three important novels chiosen for the assessment. Uhis shows
the recurrent the

ne of hwman relationship’ in the novels of Deshpande.
I'he repetitions have both positive and negative implicatdons. This
reveals the mind siwle of the author with regard 1o her understanding
ol the socicty, her angrv confusion with the plight ol middle class
families and the silence of the women of the same swtus.  Frequent
use of typical Indian collocations and repetitions reveal the mind style
of the members of (he society of Deshpande. Among some of the lexical

itemns selected for highlighting the recurrence ol family environment
it the novels, it 15 made very clear that the families are not broken

g
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34 e . Sunddarsing

in uature with philosophical mmud stvle. Her characters e sither
creative writers or women rejecting gracitional beliels or reving o find
sexual companionship’ om of marriages tronically divulges the rejection
of fumih m=ttation. However the characters conddd not help going
through mental oansidon whichs is betraved i ther sell expresston and
end up in scll-discovery. Thus Deshpande beanufidby portrayvs the

snental metnoorphica thar happens within meclividuals,  couples,

Fanilies and soceties.
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since these pocms st appeared, they have been used for psveho-

therapy.  According 1o Jerome Bump, one ol Hopkins's teachers in
Highgeate. Richard Watson Dixon, over o cenury ago pratsed the ability
ol Topkuts's pocuy 1o cany one out ol one's sellhwith Tiealing”™ (Bump
G7-6081 Gerald Roberts speaks about the therapeanc value in Hopkings

pocuy, especially in the poem " The Loss of Furvelice.” He remarks tha

o one could read TEhe Loss of Furvdiee” without the decpest and

most cunoblhing cmotions” (Roberts 1-370. secause ol the “health-

Bresnhing” qualiiy: of Flophings pociry. Buaap begins cach dav by

vectiny hiks poems T led Beann and “As Kinglishers Carche lre™ (G683

[acgues Derrida was muach ipressed by the coneept ol sell in
Hopkins e observes: vclose o st Peanats, Hopkins not onldy tastes
the Ludscapes Dut all the inscapes ol boing frnnan dhar vinge hom
jov ta deep despaie. Sclltaste can have no trnad assessment hecause ws

worth s without price and bevond the cost of caleudative accounting’

(qued in Zlonusdic 65-66) John BradsJuny bises his pyychotherapy on

Hophins's pocm “As Kinglishiers Cuch Fired” This i pocin i which

the poet stresses the wiiqueness and individuabiey of cach heing:

Fach moral ching docs one thing and the same:

yeals oue that betoe mdoors eache one deeells:

o
selves—goces itself mvsell it speaks and spells,

Coving What [ ode is mes for Hed T ocone. {ilopkins. Foems 53)

Winnicott speaks about the experience of a padent in pocuy
therapy.  Hor chicl problem was that shie was alwavs trving 1o avold
the accepltance of her own selll Feen her elforts o use poems 1o gain
touch with the scll proved o be unsuccessful as she moved {rowm one

moker until she

pocm o apother i a compulsive manner like a chain
came across Flopking's “Carrion Comfort.”  The poem provided the
insight to perccive that she was always wishing “not w be” Wirh the
help of the poem Winnicou directed her to her sense ol selt (Winnicott

TN,

R.D. Eaing, a brillianr contemporany psychiatrist andd authion, in his
Setp and Others speaks about the change that tnok place in Hopkins who

wsed to enjoy his sell taste which was av distinet as ale and alun, waltitl

Teresian Journal of Eoghish Stodies - Vol 1, Noo 1 Gaoeber 2000 a9

leaf and camphon during his vears ol conflict. In one of lns “rerrible
sonnets” Hopkins savs:

U am gall, 1 am heartburne God's most deep decree
Bitter would hove me wsie: my laste was me;

Bones buile in me, flesh Nhlled, blood brimmed the curse.
Selfveast of spirtt o dall dough sours. 1 see

The lost are Like this. aud thelr scourge 1o be

As [ oawm mane, their sweanng selves: but worse. (Poems G3)

It st

~

v bhe noted thar along with the sell taste of ale and alum
Hopkins 15 also capable of accepung with  equal willingness  his
runsformed sclf experience. Even i the darkest moments of despair

he ix trving 1o be true o las sell, and this caplures the admiration of
[2.D. Laing: “Thousands of people have come to psychiamrists to be

cured” of less than this™ (36). Hoepking who used to admire the
wedividiality and selfliwod ol persons shows here his insight inro sell-
raste aned the loss ol 1. No wonder that Lis poerry has o therapeutic
eflect on persons who are preoccupied with the problems of self-feeling
aond s loss. As D

s savs in another poem. "y the mimd. mind has

mountains: clifts of 1adl righdul, sheer, no-man-fathomed. Hold chem

cheap/dav who nc'er hung there (Hopkins, foems 62).

There arve several poignant expressions ol the bitter wste of one’s
sell i despair and 1ts acceprance with great resignation in the poems
ol Hopkins. This attitude of scll-accepiance has greal inplications in
the psychotherapy for problems related 1o the loss of self-feeling. People
in post-modern society who complain that chey do not have an adequate
[eeling of self or reality can lind a ray of hope in the poetry of Hopkins:

NOT, T'Hl not, carrion comfort, Despair, not (east on thee;
Not untwist—slack they may be—these last strands of man
[n me or. most weary, cy [ can ho wore. 1 cang

Can something, hope, wish day come, not choose not to be.

(Poems B1)

Constantly experiencing one's own self and the external reality as
unreal 15 now diagnosed as Depersenalization Disorder by psychiatrises.
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49 Luna Aavony

cure 15 10 become estranged from one’s setl-heny

¢, o lose one's very
(36).

self” As a renowned poct with great concern for the sell taste,
a poetry therapy based on lus poems seems 1o hold a rav of hwope for
the unfortunate victims ol Depersonalization. The unique self tasie
Hopkins srands ot becaise at the experiential level it 1s a realiny which

i incommuntcable through ordinary language:.
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46 Muradi Keishnan

most applicable because the new post-colonial literary canon adheres
w the political power divisions envisaged by the "three worlds' theory.
According to him any form ol writing or critique that emerges as a result
of collusion with institutions like western publishing groups and media
should be examined carefully since they arc fully complict with the

cultural dominance ol the western worid.

The torm “now  historicism”™ was coined in 1982 by Stephen

Greenblatt to characterize a collection of Renaissance essays he had

edited viz Allegory and Representnlion. n 1985 he contributed to Poldical
Shakespecre, a volime edited by Jonathan Dollimore and Alan Sinfield,
in which the editors outlined a three stage process organizing power
relations  across  literary and non-literary  Renitssance  (EXLs alike:
consolidation, subversion and containment. Greenblatt's general thesis
is that, in order 1o sustain its power, any durable political and crdtural
order not only to some degrec allows. but also actively fosters subversive
elements and [orces, yet i such a way as nore effectively 1o contain
such chalienges to the exisung order. However, this view has been
criticized as Upessimistic” and “quietest”. Such a fstong containment’
(hesis has been tken as distinguishing new Listoricism from the more
liberatory left wing political cdge of British cultural materialism. Frorm
Rayinond Willians' inirial delineation of the field of ¢nlural materialism
i 1080, the name remained dormant for a hrief period until 1t reccived
a very specific focus in Political Shakespeare. Cultural Mareriahsts stress
that their criticisin is itsell oriented toward political intervention in their
own era. $o as to show “commitment to the rransformation of a social
order which exploits people on grounds ol race, gender, and class.”
There is also an allegiance to Foucault’s discussion ol power and
discourse. One can perceive that new historicism is primarily descriplive
in its procedures, cven though it 1s self-consciously  so, culral
materialism is suterventionist as well as descriptive. Indeed some crics
are of the view that new historicists limit themselves o describing social
domination and exploitation in literary texts of the past, but stop short
of a commitment to remake the present social order. However, in the
1994 second edition of Political Shakespeare, Dollimore states that culrural
matertatism has always shared the new historicist concern to confront
‘the forces which prevent change’” (Dollimore & Sinfield: 1991).
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Gielliver’s Travels can be read In differentc wayvs: as a picaresque tale
an NUaginary vovage, an exemplary history, a novel, a children’s HcCOr.
an allegory. u spiritual biography or conversion story, an early f.,.:,.:ﬂ.r_
fiction., a travel book, a philesophical weadse, a political ,.u.n:.:.c. a
nrative satire. Over many centurics people read Gulliver in dillerent
wavs  and criticized it on many grounds. Critics during the early
cighteenth century approached the wxt lrom a moral perspective and
commented that Swift had “sativized women and degracded human
aavave (Fox: 193 Maony wrirers, hke Thackeray, objected to the [owth
part of the book quite stronghy. Further, towards the nineteenth century
the analvsis centered on the hographical details of the authiorn wa._.y._”.,....
writers like Sir Walter Scotr involved a scarch for hustorical analogues
areed sources, Towards rhe fivst hall of twentieth century, critics _:x,.u. S
Charles Firth tried fo idenuly o hidden nsrory of ~$_,_M1...,r politics,
sturting with the reign of Queen Aune. Bint Alan Downde asserts tiat
switt’s method of pohite

satire relies on adlusion und analogy vather
than on any consistent adlegorv. Criries have  also explored  the
_.?./.h__:_:m_ al implications of Gulliver’s obses: iom. As a [ailed idealist,
Gulliver shows that we create our own heavens (o create our own hells,

Owr ideas of perfection can make us leel hopelesslv imperfec

cdrive ns insane. Guilliver is struck by a vision of perlection that ahenates
himi from his former iile and delivers a shock from which he cannot
easilv recover. In 1048, Ricardo Quintana did a new eridical analvsts, in
which he argues that Switt s as nmuch outside the text as we E.n..\. What
is present is a fictional self, or persona, in this case Gulliver, who hke
other litermy characters inhabits his own world, independent of the
author That world is the ext. Much of new eritical staclies of Gulliver’s
lravels concerned itsell widy Swift's use ol irony and impersonation,
This was questoned later by Rewder-response critics. Clande Ronwson
wdentilied bewilderment as the chiel weapon of Swift, who unleashed the
savage energy on the unwary reader with litde warning and made them
realize the incessantly shifting status and function of the parodic
m_c_w_.w:ﬁ. I'is view enhanced the scope tor looking at the text [rom
a dilferent perspective in which a creative relationship exists betw cen
interpreter and text. With fheory getting proniinence by 1980s, studies

have become divergent with new msights mto the text
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Moral Rrishuan

inluunaniey and lase the earth reeking with rhie blood ot'ics inhabitanss”
(€7 313314 Gulliver wies 1o detend the Brinsh positon ammediately
but the underlving spivic ol the rext denies any suech pretensions because
the ariucasm leveled an the polhitcal pracuices of Brisain by the King
of Brobxhngnag doces nou go wnnouced. despiie Gulliver's patriotic zeal,
In Alexander Pope’s Rape of the Lock (1712) Belinda is
when decked i goods and finery plundered from the
thie carth:

mude seductive

lour corners of

Frowe each she wicely cwldls seitl cnvions foil,

And decks the goddess with the glithring spoil.
wo A hiscasket Fivdieds gloweing goms wnlocks,

Aned all Avabia breathies Srasm yonder o,

The ovtutse feve and elepilianl it

Transforndd to combs, the spedied and the whetfe, (Canta 10 13 1- 1363

Moroover, Swil, like Gulliver, was o kinwd of internediary. “An
oral culture witng lagely Tor an Fnglish prim

cudvioe " (Aol in: 299 Carole Fabricant savs that Swaft served e eltfect

fra<hiunan from an

as oramslator berwecn alien aod alienaed commuonities separated not
ouly by hational and culuwal dilferences, bat by class di

ons as well.
Lor swidl, moreover, “the conllict had a very special resonance in 1erms
of the clash between Fnghsh and [vish culwure, beoveen a civilized
colonid power butiressed by various lingnistic and political structures
ancl a prrmtive society [unctioning largelv through oral naditions™. The
ambiguity and conlusion surrounding the whole question of identity
would have had a partcular resonance for Swift as noted in his bitrerly
[acetious question, “Am 1 a [reanan i England and do | become a
slave i six howrs by crossing the chanuel™? {Prse Works 12313, The
peculiur character of the politeal srruggle between England and Ireland
111 his tine, in which the colonizers and the colonized were dilferentated
as a means of denying lreland’s claim o cguality sirth Fngland under
British faw, provided sugeesuve matenal for the delinitional anxicties
and absurdines depicled in the Travels. However Gulliver is noted for
his ambivalence e bis approach. On the one hand he is a chauvinistic

FEnglishman vovaging to foreign lands, where he is eager 1o ©

celebrate

the praise ol my own dear country in a style n..ﬁ:;_ o s merus and

i
H
£

Teresian Jonrnal ol Fn

shosmdics - Yol L Noo 1 - Oowobey 2000 a7

(eliciey™. at the same tinie he more nearly approximates 1o the role of
a displaced lristiman, finding himsell an object of ridicule, a prisoner
and a condemned man. As hisiorian oo, Gulliver alternates bewween
anc ; :

colonialist and ant colontahist narratves. Interestingly the maimn and

colontalist narrative, quoted at fength above, was omitted rom all

Lclitions ol the Trevels. The questuon of the roubled idenuwy of Gulliver
requires some explimadon. Gulliver linds hunsell quite out of place at
qid of the narrative after

the visiting fHlouvhnhions, ©1

must lreely
conless, the sight of them ¢his wife and children) Olled me only with
hatved, disgnst, and coutempt” (Gl 3003, This he auributes o the
seirtues and ideas of those exalied Houvhnlhaus"(bid). At che end he
finds sotace in his horses that “understand me tolerably well ™ He linds
his ideurity hyvbridized "neithoer here nor theve (ibid). In pave three,
while xi,w:\.ﬁ an account of Glubbdubdnb, Gutliver reahzes how ineovrect
modern history s, e finds “how the world had been nnsled by
ProsiuLe :_m._:ﬁ.m.q,: (G 210y He understands Thow :__,...,.:v.. w::cnom.; and
excellent persous had been condemned 1o death or banished” and “"how
ety Villains had been exalted o the highest places ol trast, power,
%w:.__:_ and profu” {ibhidy. Guiliver fincs direct access w historical trech
Llocked, This wdea provided the need to a broad-spectrum reinterpre-
(tion of hisiov, which, ance a colonizer takes over, changes according

o his political necessity.

Another mportant element that invites a ciention is the marginalized
scetion of the narrative. The prominent among the subalterns of the
Travels mclude the women and the Yahoos. Swilt has been atracked by
the critics for his inhuman teatment of women m his Travels. The
women are cither made a bute of ridicule ("a careless maid fell asleep
while shie was reading a Romance” G.7: 46) or of loose morals as n
Laputa or in Brobdinag. The women in Laputa (in Spanish fe fruéa
means “the whore') are largely excluded from political participation on

their alleged irrationality compared to therr rational counterparts.

Gulliver women and (his accusation

the object of aggressive “native’
of uncontrotled sexual desive in “native” women is only a justification
for the adultery among male wavelers. This can be juxtaposed with idea
that the colonies are nothing but “untouched females” o be ravished
by the colonizing male. The other vicim is the Yahoo ol the wo:._‘_.r
_.r,_.::.io_,, Yahoos are a race portrayed as repulsive creatures resembling
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Violent Geographies and Bruised Bodies:
Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand m%?z&& Suns

Dr Vincent B Neto

Khaled llosscini, an Afghan-\anerican novelist, wus muned the
9006 Humanitarian of the Year by the US. olfice of the United Nations
iligh Conuuissiooer for Refugees. This was for_his work s a m..«:..vn?,w:
envoy altempted in the capacity ol a novelist through his debut The
Kite Rienner. 11 his (180 novel The Kie Rugrer parraies the story of male
relationships of two boys growing up in Kabul, their love, bewayal and
redemption; his second book Thausand Splendid Sins, i5 its (rarernal
lwin: a tale of womer, about love and loss and encurance. The amazing
repertoire of cvewltniess accournits andd stories in The Kile Runner take
s o the world of snen in Afghonistan while thase of in 4 Thonsand

Splendid Swns help us see the women under the burgas agaiust the
U:nrmm,::_.a ol the

oviet Invasion and lahiban LSO,

A Thouscond Splendid Suns is the chirommcle of thirty years of Afghan
history set against the increas mg n___?T:._E._O__ of & nation, as Alghanistan
is passed off lrom the abuses ol Soviet dominatien 1o the relentless
violence of the Mujahideen, and then fo the religions repressions of
the Taliban. The, Soviet incursion teft Alghanistan i o stiwe ol chaos,
The division ol power, the division of land and division of spoils in
the wake of Taliban infringement turned it a mutitated place with vielent
geographics and brsed bodies. Women suflered not only through the
frequent bombings and indiscriminate shelling but also were beaten,
tortured, mnprisoned and  humiliated. What the

horrendous is the mm:&nw-_kﬂmmn_ abuse in addition to the violation of

makes SHUALon

their lundamental vights. The women were sold and abducted as slaves,

forced into nuuriages, deagged mro prostitution. and raped. 1t is held

that sexual violence duving times ol war and Tﬂ.::.mma rurbulence reflect
the tendency of cultures o make wonien fee! ashamed of their bodies
and sexuulity, men leaming to see woinen us objects of sexual target.

The violence. the cruclty, the oppression, the bloody killings were

S
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wun_,ﬁn:..ﬁ.:cﬂ_ by Laoth the ruling agencies, the religious funatics as alsc
the oflensive pubhic.

The sacd and sordid tale of misery and oppression 1n the wake of

the new political condiitons leaving behind 1oa complex baggage ot
LrALTATIC MEINOries

is the theme of Flosseini. Le has raken to the genre
of novel to depict violence and deatd, resulting in a mass reshuflling
of m::.:_r:_:..,:y. and a-severing ol age-old roous resulaug in dislocation,
displacenent and disruption. More vhan horror 1t 1s an anguish that
clraracterizes evervone's lives. Violence that 15 brutal and irratonal
beconies an abhorrent realits. Ashis Nancv points out 1o the need w
lk abour taunaric happenings lest the memories sitik into aphasia
and retn as Bintasies of orgiastc violence... tauntjing] us €o acmalize

our the

dreams  of  annihilioing encny (4. Drobably,  Hosseinn's
narratives serve is antidote o the brotality waged on Afehanity (Alghan

and humaeeh

The novelist seems o present the facets ol lemale sensibiliny

wherewith the women characters que tion aud prob the links betveen

caliurad condittoning, psyvehosexual derermintants and religio-politcal
factors which vovern their destimies: and also secks o explove and
discover abrernative wavs of survival and empowerment, ol Thousand
Splended Suns varvates the story of two women brought together by wan

Rushecd.
Mariun is 2 harmoni (he scorned allegitimare daughter) of a wealthy
businessman Jalil and Nana, his one time servant The farher visis the
daughter on almost every Thursclay with gifts and 1oflees at the kolba,
Marizm insists on her father raking her o his abode, but the man
refuses. One day she visits him against her imother’s warning and. on
her return. is shocked to see her mother hanging berself m a wee. She
goes to live with her wealthy father, his three wives and their ten
children. Later she regrets and repents [or having chosen | alil over her
own mother (280).

cnliurad moves, and marriage o the same abusive  mar,

At the age of fifteen. Maria s forced to a marriage with Rashecd,
a fory vear old shoemaker with a hideous temper who grows

increasingly brutal with the advanang vears. ‘The husband, a notoriously

abusive man never allows her to have lriends, wik to peopie or show
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children. As she does so, she re-lives Babt's tacwell ode, lines {rom a

17th Century pocm by Saib-¢ Tabrizi in praise of Kabut:

“One could noe conne the moons that shinmer on her roofs,

Or the thousand splendid suns that hide Dehind her walls (381)

The Afghan society v crvstallized o a matrix of male domination
wherein the ineguality of sexes is botlr a divine mandate and a colorad
construct. HMasseini gives a powertul portraie of patriarchal despotisim
where women are agonizinghy depeudent on fathers. husbands and
sons—the bearing of male children beaing their sole path 1o social stas.
in the novel, one becomes corscions of the role accorded o women
by the socieey and the patriarchal caltare thar s i conspivacy againsg
the individuality, of the female Tolk. Women have no {reedomnn. aren’t
alleaved to work and are not permiced o rrave] witliowt male chaperone,
to hse only o few They repeatediv become vicims of male rage. The
nurginalizanon of the female biological body s an evervday realinye. The
gendered natare of violence has aggravated the nighrmare existence and
the disruption ol locanon. Is afrermath s being crnicted in the everveav
bic 1o the Torm of domesie rifrs, cibinte rios, encloseed spaces and the
podities of dislocation.

Women share o tervitory of lived expericnces set apart by dhenr
oppiressions, comprondses, cndurances, sitences, and thwarrtecl aspira-
nons and mnbions. Tlhiey contnue o be a burdensome appendage.
Iosseint explores and probes duto the experience wirth invensie

preasion and concreteness. The regular pattern of abuse, wife battermg
arel rape are pointers w the facr that wonmen are vuinerable o marieal
violence, A woman internalizes the mmne-made construces even lwom
carly childhood. She has no say on her future and s no right to prowest
or to complain. Maria’s mother has convinced her as early as a child

that shie needed no schooling but only (o learn o “endure” because
a woman like her would have nothing but rejection and heartache in
the ourside world (18-19). The rights over the body guarantee the male

possessors  categorize women  us the objects ol subjugation  andd

objurgation. The Aflehan men's righis to starve their wiv

5 who deprive
them of sex is a pointer 1o this ct. Bodies, Judith Butler comments,
are made o matter within relations ol power, it 15 within these that

they are muade uselul and knowable (qid in Gedalol, 187).

Aerestan Journal ol English Sidies - Volo 1,
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Violence against women can be read inerally as the suppression
and exploitation of the other and metaphorically as svmbolic of the
chaos of the umes when the nauve land is being mutilated, looted and
raped. 1n the vast and macabre drama of dearh, people themsclves enact
the ritual ol looting, abducting, killing and raping. Women are the most
awful suflerers and lose thetr digniy, self respect, and individual esteem,
But then what is robust abour 1osseint’s narrative is that women can
not be alwavs at the suffering end or be sites of perperuial subjufication
subjection and objeculicanton). Mariam and Laila become allics 1n an
asvruneivicat battle with Rasheed, whose vielent misogyvny exceeds all
i The two wives, alter some inidtial tension, form an unbreakahle

Lint
fumnilial bond that can help them endure the ever escalating dangers
around them — in thetr hoe as well as in the streers’ of Kabul. "Their

bonding that makes them siscers 1o each other ultimately aliers rhe

t of thelr own Lives but of the lives of others too. The

course not ju

o woinen emblenatize the spinit of tenacuy which sustains and

enviches eachi others” Itves. They struggle and strive {for a meaningtul

refation with the sitwation around them as o prevent the world from

slichng hurther o vens.

What makes this book stand out 15 the author’s astounding ability

s

to Hesh out the characters’ motivadons, suengths, flaws and fears.

Hossetnn writes succinctly abour the behaviour and suuggles of women.
The vwo main female chavacters in A Thowsand Splendid Suns are a kind
inspired by his collective sense of how women lived 1 Alghanistan,
particularly since the witlidrawal ol the Soviets and the breakout of
anarchy, criminality and exuwemism. The writer clarifies his position in

writing the novel as

...to breathe life, depth. and emotional subtext
mnto the two-dimensional image ol the Afghan woman in a burga walking

down the strect.

(Khaled [losseint in Conversation with James
Mustich)  His tale &5 a powerful, harrowing depiction of Afghanistan
as also a lyrical evocation of the lives and enduring hopes of its resilient
characters. Itis an ode to the undying spirit of the people of Afghanistan
m general and o the thousands of Afghani women in particular who
have survived despite the odds. The narrative recalls the interpersonal
negofiations in order o reveal the intricate process of seit-making. The
personal becomes the political and the potitical personal. This narrative
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also scem to have been wtrapped by the infected language. Wihile
Reawvoirn, [or all her revolutionary stance, believed in the patural and
separate spheres ol women, Wollstonecaralt fell into the trap ol placing
women as the “help mare” of mun.

Knowledge, culture and Tanguage are so interrelated on a number
of dimensions. No civilization could be built without language and they
reinforce each other. As caltures are evolved and avilization progresses,
the myth-making and atimde-bailding  processes also become the
dunnant gronp's elfores in estabhishing the power struciure. As we have
a soclety or rather a would (har had been for a jong ume dominated
by men, the myths, social stenctines and caltural constructs were mainly
nade by men and obviously o their advantage. The systems {founded
andd the norms formed wne not gencucally transmitted down o posterity
bue through language. The bllowing discussion in this paper shows
some of the wavs in which Innguage has helped to perpetuate and
rigicify  gender differences and hierarchies. This would help the
[emitsts 10 appreciate better the relevancy ol language analysts 31
cdealing with gender probiem

The following discussion shows how philosophers, natural scleitists
and soctologsts alike, while arguing for the emancipaton of man,
sanctioned the secondary status ol woman in the family soructure.

[hough their arguments were grounded in varied spheres ranging {from
mworalistic phifosophy o downright reasoning and logical questioning,

they arrive at the sare point of view that woman's secondary starus

1

natural, necessary and there can be no alternative o 1L

Roussean, during the Tnlightenment era, while challenging the
absolute political authority 1n his Social Contract (1760}, argues for the
continuance ol the patriarchal family system, where man holds the
absolute authority. In Cact, he moves toward cstablishing the absolute
authority of man in the family:

Bt how could the govermmnent of the State Le like that of the family,
when the basis on which they rest is so different®.. In the family,
it is clear, for several reasons which lie in its very netire {emphasis
mine) that the father ought to commmand. In the [irst place, the
authority ought not be equally divided between [ather and mother;
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the goverminent nmust be single and every division of npinion there
must be one preponderant voice 1o decide. (Vide Agonito 1977

1181

Furthen Rousscan contradicts himself by arcuing that roles assigned
o men and women are social constructs in the light ol the concept
of private property. He asserts that women need (o develop tmudiry
and nodesy:

16 the tmidity, chasteness and modesty which ave social aroentions,
(cipliists nined 1 is 113 socgtely’s nterest chat women acquue these

gqualives: they must be cultvated e woren el any wonunt wio

disdains thim, oliends good: moraly. {cied m Rendal 19902 1)y

[t is vory mmusing o see the anxiews on the part of Roussean o

kuep  wana pinned  down

3 the secondimy postiion at any st
Interestinglv, while the privileged position is taken to be narral” for
et the toniciy on the pat ol womern. necessary o keep her cdon

to the sceondinry position is 1o be jcultivated and A stern warning s

H isetedd o woman who thinks othenvise. Such o thing happening

during the Enlightenment era is something that is unbelicvable and

Leats anvhody’s reason or logic.

Johin Locke in his sceond Treatise of Civil Government (1690) 1n
the guise of allowing the rights of the mother, ¢stablishes the secondary
position of woman: 7 EC the tather dics svhiist the children are voung,
do they not naunally evervwhere owe the same obedience to their
mother. during their minority, as to the father were he alive? © (Vide
Agonito 1077: 109y, A careful reader would nouce here that John Locke
while seeming 1o be arguing for the anthority ol woman actually speaks
w for the man's primary and privileged position . the faniily. It is only
at the dearh of (he Gather that a wother could exercise her authority
over her children.

Lnmanuel Kant restricts women in the sphere of education. He
extols the image of a lady in his Observations on the Yeeling of the
Beaury and the Sublime (170-):

A woman therefore will learn uo geometrvy the principle of
suflicient reason or the monads she will know only so much as i
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66 by S Rounnunieal

These Easiis, as 1owere, reverberating in rhe air even in the 21
century hears prool to rhe mgronent rhat language 1= the culpriv in
rigidilving and bringing down o posterity several negntive J10TOnNs

abour woinen.

Aot mm__:?n:r.,_:.,.._. in his cssay TOn Woman™ in Stadies in
Pessimesne (TR 1Y retams virtnally all negative aspects of wditional wdeas
OTL WOICH. WL wolnil according him should show, ™ ubmission 1o her
hushrand, 1o whom she should be patient and cheering compunion” (Vide-

../N...,.C::: RSP

ol limnuouel

ir
F

). Sehopenhancr, it echoes the lantgunge
Kant and Tlegel m restricung the sphare of o woman aned eswabhistung

TCH;..J.QA...::A._“:../. stis: .

The keenest sorrows aned jovs e not o brer, not s she ealfed upon
to display w greas dend of stength, The current of ler life s more
acntle, peacchul wnd il tan man’ < withont bemg essenitaliv

happier oy unthappiern Vidde Agunito 197719l

e sormdds like a sociologist when he tnkes his observatons ol the

behavior of @ wornint:

The wonian is Iy natire meant 1o obev niay be seen by the fact
that cvery woman who s pluced m the renvehioad position {cinphasis
mine) of complewe independence, inmediacly atraclhies hersell w
some nuu by whom she allones hersetf to be gnided and ruled
(Vide-Agonito 10772006}

Surprisingly. lie turns Lo be o scentist adso in explaining ihe short-
sightedness of women: ™ A man reaches the maturity of his reasoning
powers and mental cndoe

»s hardly before the age of twenrv-eights a
woman at ciehteen.... She may in fact be described as intellectually

yort-sighted, because of her weaker power of reasoning” {(Tbid: 193)

The religious, _._,r._r;.;:,.ﬁ..; ancl

Huo.n_:.,:_,.c ideas on women's

seconcdary status gain o decsive scientlic sanction with Charles PDarwin
essay on “Phe Descent ol Man™ (1871)

Man is more Courageous, Pugnacions ancl energetic than woman
and has a mote mveniive genius, His bram is absolarely farger but
whether or not W:.:_ﬁ:._._::::u._,, to his larger bady, hias not, [ believe,

been fully ascertained. (Vide- Agonito 1O77:252).
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A carcful reader would notice that when Darwin had  not
weertalned” the proportion benween the Lrain and the physical body.
he 1

“absolute’ about the superiority of man's intelligence.

Further, Darwin while pointing our e dilterence bewween the
mental powers of the two sexes, daes not differ much from either the
fogiclans ov the _VE__:.;A:.L.:....H..;.“

The chief disdnction in the intefecal powers of tlie o ~exes

is shiown by man's wtining o higher cminence, in wharever he

P

takes up o the average ol el power momain st be above

that of woman (Agonito 1977

[ is very interesung ta noke it stnihar wleas were .,.ur.tﬁ,_.,_m,:....n.._ L
Apistoile in 300 BO el even thoush he was not a scientist ke Doarwin,
(n Fhe Generation of Animals cotnposed benveen 347 und 329 BOL he
SELEE

With all other animals the fenmle s solter e tle, on the othey

hand | s more spivited than the Temale, more savage, more sinple

and less cunning. (Vide-Agonito 1977 18)

Furither he srates thac the nan - wonman redfationship corvespolds
s the nmuster-shave retationship and therefore et is 1o connanc ancl
woman has to obev (Vide-Agonito 1977:54)

Clearly thien woval virtue belongs (o all of thermn but the temperance

ol a man and ol 2 woman, or the courage an justice ol 4 man

and o woman ar

not .. the same. Comvage of a i is shown in
commnding, of o wonan in oheying (emphasis minc}.

The above discussion shows dhat the writers, in whatever ideology
were  grounded and in spite of therr different spheres, have
concurred in rigidifying the sccondary position of woman in society and
Canibe Fren in the Enlightenment era the position of the woman was
analvzed 1 new wrms of fogic and re:

on and ver her secondary status
was established by reference o what was natural o her rather than
divinely ordained. Here one could see that reason and logic replaced
religion without damaging the privileged position enjoyed by man in
soctetv. In fact they diflered only m the iethodology of thelr analysis

S S IR
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wo leviimice the vevisionist atieinps i this predominartly patriarchal

wociciv. The Roman relates this pr “historie “histony” Lased on some
cient doaunenis, which were compiled from even earlicr ol records,
is poarritive 1s full of digressive Lafes ek those ales are parts of his
life andd they analyze the naicaies of tale-female relations of his thne.
Honever, a simall portion of the novel & onare 1ecd rom an explicidy
{enine TE.;._FH._.:.Q of one ol the chonacters, Madve

Womuan or man—who s the st i origin® The answer s pre filstoric

qute ohscure. Bue lor the majorty it 15 not obscure

aned tharelor
Lecanse oF cortain deeply ingraned nths, A maggor mivihs thae denl
“with the origin ol humanuy, including rhe most famous Acuo-Eve nwth,

dechue it is man who'is livst in (s According to the Biblical maveh,

ot fiest andd Bve v created from one ol his ribs.

o crenedd

1] i

e the DORD God sard, 7hes not wood rthat the man should
Le wlone: Towill ke by a helper as his pavtmer’ . .- =0 the
{ORD God cansed wodeep slecp to Lall npon the mian, and he slepe
hen e ook one ol his vibs and closed up its place with Thesio

Anel the vib that the LORD Geodd had raken from the man he e

mte a woman andd hrought her 1o the man. (The Floly Bilie. Gen 2

21-22)

Lis e Cleft Doris Lessing attacks all such phallocentric myihs on
fiuman genesis and oreates a0 new ovnocentric myth which she

precedes him in onigin.

Fven while approaching the age ol ninety. Lessing 15, amazingly.
at the plenttude of her imaginatve capacity. In the novel, she creates
before her M:.T_:nm.ﬁ.w reacders, o strrealistic shore swhich existed cenarices
hefore, There were only women who ~:,On_.n..m§..n_ asexually without the
assistance of mer. They lived in caves and were very riendly wit the
sea. That placd, primigee, all-female world was not at all stained with
the concepts ke mchividuality, ego, ,w..r....xr.:,_m.ﬁ beauty, old age and of
1. They callesd themselves the Clefts and were

course wan and won
living under the comfort of The Cleft. One ol the Clefts, Matre descerils
The Clelt:

The Clelt is thate vock there, which 1sn't the entrance to o Cave,
il is blind, andd wo1s the most Hnportant thing m our Tves. fr has

Tervsian Journal ot Bng
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always been so. We are The Clelt, The Clelt is us, and we have
abwvavs made sure 1nois kept free ol saplines that e : i
&) \ : N., _M it is kept free ol Z%r:mv that might grow inw
LTS, 1085 O His . 15 : - M . " 1% 3
ushes. 1uis a clean cut down through the rock and

unicler 1t 13 a deep hole. (Lessing 89-10)

From the description o 18 quite cdear that The Clelr 15 a wighwy
svitbol that stands for female sexuality and s power The all powerfud
Cleft plaved die wost tnportant and inevitable pare in theie life. I
contralled the Blood {low of then.

Maire savss

When the mwoon is at s bigeest and brighrestwe climb up o above

The Clett where the red " e . .
Cleft where the red {lowers grow, and we cut them, so theve

iv a ot of ved, and we let the water flow lrom the spring up there
= ;
and the water foshes the lowers down throngh The Cleft, from
top 10 bottom, and we all have our bleod flow. That s, all who
are not goine o give birth, Very well, have o vonr way, the moon’s
ravs ke : g s red v e . 1
e ke the Dlood How, nou the red running down through "The
Adedt.

siall and soft ke the Blisters on sceaweee, and they bleed red il

v P . o - - *
st wer Aoen that il we don’t cut the ted flowers—they are

vou crush thewm—il we don't do dhiat, we will not have our [low.
{Lessing 9) )

Ltiis account of Maire makes explicit the ability of Lessing to areate
a mvthic atmosphiere aud i s one of the most alluring atractions of
the novel

Suddenly the Clefts began to wimess the buch of some strange,
deformed creatures. Thev called themt monsters and oftren m:_d.onmv.&
them 1o death by putting them on the killing rock. Fagles waited near
the killing rock to fetch the delormed babies. From :E descriprions
:.F.. readers can recognize that the monsters are males. Fortunately or
.::_o_,_._,:ﬁ: v some monsters survive and create a world of thelr \o:,:
in ;:Cmrn_. part of the island. The swviving males hire the cagles and
thev olien hover the island o rescue the new-born monsters {rom the
ﬂ_.:n:mm of the Clefts. Men rewarded those eagles with huge pieces of
»..rm.,,_.:. The conmuniny of males came o be known as the Squirts. They
livee in huts and hunted wild animals (or [ood. Initally the Squirts ?._.,,._.Mu
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In the part of the novel that (ollows the ellipsis, Lessing attacks and
destroys the wwvth of the rationality of women. Iorsa, the leader of
the Squirts. and Maronna. the feader of the Clefis, are the cencral
characters of this part. Horsa plans an adventurous wip of the Squirts
in search ol otier shores. Maronna warns him of the impending dangers
and ries o discourage him.  [Te never hears her words. Some boys
and a few of the Clefts accompany the Squares in the orp and the journey
becomes a jeremud. In that quite [ruitless wrip they irrewrievably fost
the lives ol several children and Horsa hamsell gees wounded. Toas really

a revision of the conventional mud prejudiced poriraval ol women as

rrational being

Finally, some ol the Squires destroy The Clelt and s irraption wrns
the women's shore divty. The Clelts’ emorional attactninent to The Clefr
and the shore s bevoned words. Thoey sttt arvin

. soon men reach thene

with helping luuds and lead them 1o a new shove, "Hhe destrucuon of
The Clett anc the loss of the wornen's space sviibolize the and of the
“The
explosion of The Cleft s both the end of 2 rale and the beginning of

women's superioriey and imdependence. The narwor

the next. Historians who wrote long ages before me agreed on tha-
and. so let b’

(1essing 260}

Lven though mvihis are not incoutestable facrs, they usually have
an unsuspected statns i all cultures. Bur with the development of
femnism, women writers began o rvecognize that anvihs are the
creations of male-centred cultures and they often avempl 1 oppress
women. More precisely myvihs are phallocentric and bear noching bat
collecuve male fantasies. In order to decenive those masculine Lantasies
preserved in myihs, some of the postmodern women writers create new
gynocentric myths. Dovis Lessing's The Cleft 1s such an attempr. It
decentres the male centred myths on rthe genesis of mankind, the
Freudian nvth ol penis envy, the myeh that language i1s manmade and
the wyvth of the vranonality of women. Then provides the readers with
new gyvnocentric myths. Heleae Cixous says:

Phallocentrism /s, Flistory has never produced, recorded anything
bur that. Which docs not mean that this [orm is inevitable ov

nataral.  Phallocentrism s the enemv. Of sveryone. Men stand wo

teresian Journal of Lnglish Siae
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loze by i1t differently but as seriously as women. And it is ume to
transform. To invent the other history. (234)

In he Clefi Lessing does so. She invents 2 new mythic b
sive une agaiust phallocentrism. Let it occupy the centre, at least
{or sowwe tine,

..:.:,.‘;..___._ a

subve
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anticipates a similar situation when he observes that human beings have

become eminently vulnerable to technology.  All hvper-integrated

svstens creale rhelr own internal virwlence, and when the saturation
point 1s reached such systetnns go through alreration and undergo scit
destruction. When virulence takes hold of a network and resolves wsell
into a combinatorial systemn ol elements. internal proliferation 1akes
place wlich results in ramifled svstems. o thie novel the mutated
cariants ot the virus spread as a horde by their power of metamorphosis.
The Leela vinuses clude scanners, begin © use encryplion fo hide

themselves, taking on new forms ar will and never staving the same

long enough o b ﬂcmomz._mna..

There were versions of her thar bhioke completely with the past,
that were tugeted at the complex opcriling  systems used by
business and universities, at the suripped down ones desipned for
cell phone handsets and personad organizers. Sa many Leelas. 5o
many girls with the same face. (108
According Lo Baudgillacedl “soltware networks have become the
preferred ficid ol operations ol electronic virnses™ (64}, The muldest of
cvber viruses “whether it vitiates the Pentagon's memory banks or merely
erases a shower of online Chrisunas messages has the potental to
destabilise all data contained in inlormation systeins (H66). This extreme
phenomena is destined to become more exbreme sill as rhe svstems
become more complicatecd and hyper-connected making it elfecuvely
impossible to ehminate Al weakgpesses. The density of networks ot
interdependence makes the consequences [ar reaching anc disastrous.

Kunzru seems to voice this idea when he estimates the enorniry of the

trail of violence created by the Leela viruses:

cid

thousands® [npossible

How

ol

to count. Experts have estimated her

many she infect? Thousands? Tens, hundrecls
damage to global business at almost 30 billion US dollars, mostly
i human and machine downtime, but Anancial calculation doesn't

capture the chaaos of those davs. (3-4)

In the novel Kunzru suggests that at the boundaries of any complex
event unity starts 1o break down. The global catastrophe created by the

A
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variant forms of the Lecla virtus s indeed devastating. Across America,
people start to look with suspicion at the computers on their desks.
These machines which had alwavs terrorized thom m small wavs-by
crashing, hanging and demanding meaningless upgrades-are now
reveaded to harbour something more siaister, something with an agenda.
Alarms are raised at various US government oflices, power plants, dams
and military offices. In Honduras, the vinus is suspected ol blowing light
bulbs in the Ministry of the Inrerior. In Bihay, the police couliscare
pirated copies of 1eela Zahir ihms which are helieved (o be spreading
ciseasc.

The Leela virus, « creation of the protagonist Arjun Mehta ained
at unsettding and  pressurising his crrplover o gét back his job,
unwittingly becomes  a Frankensteinian monster far C::.QF.E:W the
grasp of iy arcator. The exient and the scale of s disaster w,:___.:wp

terrorist groups to clam responstbility:

Maoist revolutionaries 1o Cluapas sent o [ re oa Mexico ddov
newspaper announcing  that Leela was the latest swep in H:.c
campaign w cripple the infrastrscture of globnl capitalisio. A
Lithuamian hacking group called the Red Iand Gang reveated that
they I eoncocted it 10 demonstrate their superiority o rheir
rivals, the Riga-based HacktiKons. (148) .

Amidst the ourrage perpetrated by the virus, hackers start making
crude alterations o the subject line of the delivery email. As the crisis
soars 1o an alarming peak, global law enforcement agencics including
the Federal Burcau ol Investigation step in to take stock of the situaton.
People, especially those with record for computer crime are caught flor
questioning and phone records and news-group postings examined for
clues related to the source of the epidemic. On a [alse tip-ofl they even
arrest an American reenager with the CNN npews channel breaking the
news that the terror suspect is held. However, i spite ol a massive
global hunt, the authoritics are unable 10 arrive at cven the slightess
hint regarding the terror mastermind. It can well be reasoned that with
globalizarion at the backdrop it may be easy for people to be scanned
and checked for security reasons but terror can always inflirate beyond

e realm ol man via cyberspace. A “terrorist or cconomic migrant”

.
]
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The Language of African Literature:
A Reading of Ngugi Wa Thiong

Marin Thevesa Chakunny

Adrican literaure can be divided hroadle o four sections. The

{1

Cothematic aren s 0 ovement ol poetic expression entitled

“Negritde”, The word eriticle was cotned by the poet Aime’Ce'saire

,.v_.v_.&.,.::czm,:.::7.ﬂ..:n_.m:v._,ﬂ._.xmz,m_n.iuu.::,.:5..__.:._:m?:u:.::,:_,
the movement wnong rthe French speaking pocts. Ovigimally  the
‘movemnent was an expression of resistance o the French colonial policy
ol Tassimilation”™. 'Fhe pocoy of Leopold Sedar Senghor, o lcading fisure
of the movement poraravs all the Gnothar themes of Negrioade. The
porvasive presence ol the dead and thenr gniding influence upon the
living 'l Memoruon™. "Nighie ol Sine™):  the devastation ot ancient
Alrica and e culuare by white Furope ("Paris in the Snow™); the harsh

vigidity ol the modern w

stoand s desperate need for  the
complementing  qualinies of Alrica {("New York™: and  the warm

criwiphant beanty ol Afvican women ("You Held the Black Face™).

Th

Aowide range of literarure has sprung from the encounter

second thoematle arca can be called “the colomal experience”,
between

Alricans and the policies of various colomalists. The response o British
policies  produced  “the Pioncer Poets,” a group  that  ncuded
R.E.G.Armattoe and Dei-Amang of Ghana and D.C.Osadeby of Z_mn_,._w.
The Pioneer Pocts wrote in Enghlish and were active 1in the soruggle for

[ndependence. Fhe third area requires a rather elastic label as it he

expanded rapidly in vecent vears. It may be termed “the post-colomal
experience” and cmbraces a wide varicty of themes. These include the
conflicts berween the oral and literary raditdon of poenry; tensions
between modern and  wadidonal Afvica (the Ugandan poer Okot
p'Bitek’s poems, cspecially his "Song of Lowine” and "Song of Ocol”,
explore this theme); the rilt berween town and country, the quest for
sell-identity (the works ol Okigbo and U "linn'si); the place of Africa
m the world at Jarge and the reconciliaton of the remnnants of colonial
LFuropean caduare with African cudure.

Levestan Journal of English Studies - S0l 1 Na. 1 - Qurobier 2009 85

The last of the four thematic arcas is called “protest poctny,” a term
that 15 wsed o deseribe poems that are specifically and overtly political.
The work ol black poets from Sonthern Alvica is the starting point of

a swdv ol such poeuy "Deauth”™ b B Mphalele:” Johanneshurg by

Serote: "Gumba Guinba, Gumba™ and “Paper Curtair

by Pascale

Gawala and “Some Flow We Sunvive

by Dennis Brutus are POCnIs

representive of this genre.

Advican poetry possessing e inherent vitality s amenable. 1o

change. It often adoprs new motives and (unciions other than rhe
twadimonal. Inzaddinon u possesses a riple wdentity, it may be religious

or riwalisuce, social and poliucal. The propensity ol the Negro wrizer
to- rinsiste or .

is not ~teeped i Almean lore and leseud, I addition he has the

‘religions poetry ocowrs because his white counterpart

benetus of an oval 1radition, Found i cvery Afrian village,

The oral oadition of Africa ts o sirong foree, alive and vital, ¢ven
i maodern dav Afvica. We are proviclec swith an authoritative view on
this tradhiuon in Ngugi Wa Thiongo's book Decolonzing the Mind: The

Colitics of Loavgnage 1o Afrecor Litevatore

ceuot ells us thae Gk was
the mediom of  conversation ar home aud in the felds of Renva, In
the evenings there was “story telling avound e lreside™ (10). These

SLOTICS Were
Medets.

retold by children to other children as they worked n the

The stories comained mostdy annnal characters. The Huare being
stnall and weak but full of innovative wit was their hero. “His victories

Were oul victorie

and we learnt thar the apparently weak can onrwir
the suong”™(10). The children followed e wibuwlations of the aninial

as they siruggled against the hostile {orces ol nature. This confrontalion
led the animals to seek {orms ol cooperation.  The cildren were also
interested in the struggles of the beasts among themsclves, These avin
struggles, agaimst nature and other animal

reflected real-lite struggles
m the human world” (103, Whart is siriking about his work is that in
1t Ngugi shows us how ithe oral rradition of Alrica could be emploved
as a potent weapon against colonal domination.

Ngugi tells us that the language ol these story sessions and of the
children’s immediate community as well as their work area were one.

S
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What 1s perhaps the most dangerous tall out 1s that language and
ferauoe were stifled uncder colontal “progress™. Though missionanies
uuroduced writing 1o many African languages, 4 situation arose wherehy
the same Lmguage had  differeni  orthographies (due o various
inerpretatens of svmbols by the diflerent Christian denominations),
According to Ngugr as a vesult “wwo Gikuva speaking children could
well have been i o posiion where they could not read cach olthers
leteers o essavs” (GO).

Literature and literacviweere confined ro the avil services. This meang
that o kivge poruon of the Adrican piouladon would renman illiterate. o
adcivon the method ol "selecuve wdormadon”™ was emploved by
coverments 1o _pc.,..v the people ignotant of fucts. Thus it was lelt to the

intellectuals 1o appose dhe auzens wd indeed the world of the counory's

appression. Nodurally enowgh, (his inade the mellecunds targets of

uervous Antocracies. I Sowth Afrca, the mtellectual was not a single
votce, rather he was according to Sevimour Smith. the collective psvehe

ol

AT s Tad

and their adhevent view points.

The power of knowledge s vividbe illusorared i owo srories by

Gondunn We vead A Soldhier™s Eubrace”™ thae A few wealdhy whiie
mioen who had been boasuud i thew support of the colonial war, knew
thev wonld be warked o0 Telt at once™ (12)0 She also remarks in “Qral
History,” “The men whe bave been away o work on the mines can
read, but there are no newspapers”™ (131 In the fivse wnstance the men
(the colonistsy are i the know ol things and Lence can take necessary
salcguards o protect themselves, In the fauer case men (the colonized)
biave been placed in enforced ignorance). The only way toe counteract
these lorees, according 1o Ngugt, was to create the African Novel, He
remarks that the most crucial discovertes and technieal breakthroughs
were products of the working cass. The mfluence of the peasanay and

working class was fele the mose o the an

sling and local pronounciation ensured the formation of new legitmate
words, phrases, expression and even dialects. Based on the fact Ngugi
argues: "Why should not the Alvican peasantrv and working class
apprepriate the Novel”? (68). He continues “the novel itself was an
owtgrowty (tom the earlier tradition of oral rales . these were certainly
the art [orms ol cthe peasanoy™ (69)

v of language. The use of
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87

The next probiem was the conrent of the novel. Ngugi had observed
that  the African people quite happily  accepted  digressions  and
intervenrions i narracve. To was part and parcel of the oral tracduion
of story telling, Proverbs, songs and conversational toue added o the
success ot the male. 1lowever Ngugt required material which imodern
day society could relatwe widhs The difficulte was that in a neocolontal
setting truth was often sianger duan fledon. According 1o Ngugi how
dich one capure the ateniion of readers from a reality more captivating
than [wiion ?

One duv it ocourved w Neoagi thar he should use |

w asic rhemes

aditpred o present cay sitwatons: “Phen one dav 1 got it Why not
tetl the storv ol men who had sold tieir sonds and dine of the naton
10 the foreign devil ol imperialism”™ G la Thast) (813 The nextstumbling
block was itliteracy. “How does one overcome the solation nnposed by
poverty and iiteraevy (Ngugl 81 The answer lav in the ol tradition
of storv telling. Fren i ravad arveas there were people educated i thenr
natve languave. They became the modern dav store tellen e puls,
i facrories and in buses. Novels composed in native langunges were
read alowd by these innovators of wadmon. This meant thae the group
receprion  of art wih o s anendinm comnients, ciscussions  andd

mterpolation wis resurredt el

The popularity of @ novel in its native ongue led Lo it publication

in other gative rongnes, apart from European language. Ngugt saw thi
kind ol connunication  berween  languages  as  forming the  real
foundation of a genuinely African novel. Tn the fial analysis we have
to agree with Ngugt when he savs that the Alrican novel with s
dependenay on a wiltling author, wanslator and C:U:i_m:, will ensare
“a progressive state which would overhaul the current neoccolonial
linguistic policies and wckle the national question in a democratic
1).

LI2Anner m N gugt
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g0 K. Pouni

o which reference 15 made.”  What 38 transposed [rom one seunotic

svsteny to anathar is the meaning of sign.  According to Peircean

categories inter-sermiotc imerpretaon illusirtes dhe meangs of SIS

and grow awav lrom the innial objear that seoted the semiotic process.
Flis theory postulates genciation of meaning whenever mtoer-senuotic

WIETPHelalion occurs.

This paper akes up the concepr ol intersentiosis @ Interpret
Samuel Becket's Sreath which lases for only 35 seconds and has no

cluaracren

But considerivg Breath as an art and Beckert as an actise
whose landscapes deconstruat themselves auew on then own o the
veaders. Reading and re-reacling of Breath bloom out with significan:
fragrance. This kind of magnified (ractons s o common caichiment
area lor any mterpreter. Felimund ussenls phenomenology comes w

the rescue since ws the reflective stucy of the casence of conscionsness

as  experienced  fromn the fise petrson point ot view”

(hrepzs
cnwikipedia.org wikiphenomenotogyy  The object of conmcionsness
need not be phvsical “apprehended i percepnion: v can just well be
a lartasy, or amemory. Cotsequently these suructures ol consciousness
Lo, perception, mernery lantasy e, are callee inrentionalities.” The

ctvinological  root. of  "lutenuon”  relers o a Stretching  out™,

Intentovaliny 15 olien sunnmed up as aboumess’.

Are, according ro Sammnel Beckete has nothing o do with clariy.
The purpose of art s not w explain but 1o contemplate.  His art

f,
not an attempt (o solve any social problem in its prevailing sense. It
15 1o comprehend by percepuon and nwmilden not by intelligence.
Beckett abways seemed too dever for any philosopher or linguist.
Jacques Derrida remiarks that “Beckewt whom I will thus have “aveided
as though I had alwavs alrcady read him and undersiood him too well.”
(httpfen.wikipedia.orgiwiki/phenomenotogyy  Derrida’s  dismissal of

Beckett as “roo well” resists any interpretation.

Breath was written in 1969 and even now it is a theatrical novelty,
Bringing theatrical minumalism o its utnost limits, Smnuel Beckett usecdl
only a

mgle breath as a sole coutent of his play. The stage directions

of Brewth occupy a single page and wakes longer tine o reacl.

Levesian Jouwrnad of Fnglish Swdies - Aol 10 Noo L - Oorober 2009 a1

The stage direction goes as {ollows:-
Clurtain

1. Faint light on stage littered with miscellaneous rubbish hold

abowt 5 seconds.

9 Jainr brief av and immediately inspiracien and slow increase
of light wgerher reaching maximuin rogether in about ten
seconds, Silence and hold abour five seconds.

i

. Exasperation and slow decrense of light together 1 saching
minimum together (light as in 1) 1s about 10 seconds and
inunediately cry as before. Silence and hold about 5 seconds.
(Collected Plays, 371)

There ate ne terms o be explained and no sentence to mean, no
plavers to look uporn, bur a bieak pollured siage. A play of 25 seconds
crnerates profoundly and speaks volumes, o the words ol Becke,
“Rubbishi No verticals. all scattered and lving™ (. 37 1) vertical posture
is 24 beginning, it is a diection o tollow @ point of germination. But
Beckets andience should be oo intelligent to find a beginning among

scattered and lying™. A stage strewn with debris becomes visible

the 8
in a el thae stares as faint, becormes less faing, thus fades again. Along
with the visual elfect the audience hears a faine cry, what Beckett calls
an “inskant of recorded vagitus” which means "a birth ay”™. In this
audio visital {antasy, another faint ¢ry 15 heard as the light fades and

the cwrtain Lalls. -

Intersemiosis may provide munple space for a strange kind of
hermencutics.  The annals of psychotherapy may specify that deep
breathing reduces stress, deepens insight, expands consciousness and
According to medical practitioners, the

mcreases intuitive perceptio
increasing power of inhalation and exhalation is associated with the
strengthening of upward or downward currents of encigy. The fieid
of Kriya yoge may view the breath of God as the breath of human beings.
This text may reveal the Jungian dilemma of modern man i search
of soul and the search is a mythic quest. Martin Esslin the one who
christened, “absurd theatre”, has a different opirtion: “In a meaningless

universe, it is ahvays {ool hardy to make postive smaiements (15).
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94 iw. Pou

Currently the physicists talk about the concept of Zero pout energy’-
the infinite interconnected energy simultancously existing at every point
in space.  [he physicists believe that “we are not only perceive winon
with zero-point energv,” {(Hfvavw, 2 cnreduhome! hmcmanus! poctics,
heml) sinee consciosness 1s transcendent, a brave new world can be
created through the conversion ol possibiliny inro actualiy. Many
dimensions can be gencrated from nothing. [t is the blank void [rom

where life begins lor the readers of Beckert. 1t is the germinaung
mu.._,c_::& for a beuer fumre with a realizaton that it is not an individual
- Adam

and Fve were creatad at any pomt of their e, When a person start

—.u..\.y..,m:_._::xﬁ...n_ experiene. This s been experienced ever S

tecling that hie is also one among the many and not a lone safferer,

the sullering becomes a shaved experience,

Uhis kind ol mental balance reduces the chances for the expression
ol negatve amotions fike “anger rage, arrogance, uncontrolied desire,
violence,  self-pity, melancholy. loneliness, borvedony,  dissaustuchon,
iraclequacy or envv Hcan lessen the belunioural negatives like lear,
shume, guilt, arrogance, covy, jealousy, urced, phobia and many other™.
(hupe: _:ﬁic_n___.“:]__::m:cu::.nc:::nm.ﬁ..:fn-n:5:0:?‘__553. German Plua-
losopher Immanuel Kant thinks that “how individuals see their avorld
is not actatly through experience of the objects, but through inference
of them™ (hip Shwwav.catloversvet.comphilosophy.himl) - Intersemiosis

cularges interpretations throngh infercnces. The readers should have

1o search [or meamngs

to the lightless hight and soundless sound in the boundless space with

a4 mental frame like astronomers Or navigator

enciess time.  Human brain wich its Tamnitless caliber would certainly

delve and fly deep and wide in scarch of sustainable survival OF course,
it is a strange kind of hermeneutics.

The earth is a cosmic waste thrown away by the all pervading
universe.  Yersistence of so many lives down the ages is a standing
example of the phoenix fervour ol existence. While the scienuists
are in search of sustainable physical energy, since the human vace
has led the natural resowrces 1o their dovastation, Samuel Beckett
insatls the same in the readers for their itellectual and emouonal

~.D._CC~:.:W:AJ.Q.
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as Juju Abrahan

the phenomenon of alicuanon deserve mtense scruting, (11 alienaton
fvenn the raditional relicious ethos (i) alienation lvoms currently
accepted socio-cuttural mores, arud (i1} existental alienation”™ {Stedies iy
Lielieen Englishe litevatire U5}

Religious need is rooted m the basic conditions of oextstence of
human species.  Religions atnudes spring [rom much deeper regions
of the lnunan psyehie than soaial values: the concept of God bemg the
pavchological necessity of cach individuals the proverbial straw for the
0

drowning nwn. Rehigrous Faith i the uaditional sense clalins

which is believable, because

pronounce ultimate, unshakable Livowlede
it carries -the lecling of certunte. Without faith men become sterile,
hopeless and alraid o the very core ol their being. .

ive prosence ob Caeacl

Threads of unllinehing fath i rhe all-perva
run through the colourful tpestey of ewcty Incian Fnelish women
poctry. A chilellike aceeptance of the supreme deity and a childlike fauds
N s poser 1o protect, a3 see in Toru Dutt's pocin TPrahalad” lerried
wonten across roublecd warers:

i b T oweast

Heocan protect me o he will

And al thi

Ie can new life again insull

(Aucieni Botlads and Legends of Flindustan 151

body tn o dust

o modern women., Gath s the cratch lor those who wait to be
ceriain, those who want an answer to lile without daving o search tor

i themsclves.

with industrial progress, technology has made man omnipotent
and science has made himm omwmniscient. Fxperience rather than biind
acceprance, has become the order of the dav. Taith now is an nner
oricntation, an attitude rathier than a beliel in certain {formulatons
created by others. Now "the Gods ol his forefathers not only do not
clicit his veneration: he also olten looks at them with an wonic glint
3. Hollow gurns and [alse

prophets misuse religion {or their own personal gains. [n "Vaveca, 1942,

in his eyes™ (Studies in Indian literature 77)

using Satire as a weapon. Fumce de Souza expos religicus hypocrisy

and social disparity in a single stroke:

|

skan Journal of Fnghsle Soadies - Vol 1, Nea 1. Qctober 2000 95

The Archbishop said

Grear landlorels and peasants
must worstip together

so the wreat Landlords of Varea
shot ar thebr Archbishop

{they massedy

And the Archhbishop

barred the chureh doors andd said

N lanelore will ereer the church

after nnuny monils . ’
the archbishop yelented

the andlords reprented

nd cvervone :,:_,m_:T_::_ togetlier

And he landlords were Landloreds
And the peasans poasants

Uvor afton ﬁw_,x:,_rc:m‘?_.:_...__ Toelicen Puetry 33

Despire the et thae spiriuaalisin has oiven wav o scepticisin, the
modern inscoane perplexed generadon (inds the conlrontation of hard

soctal realives cqually disconceriine VOO L
aliues cqually disconcerting. Social divisions have sharpened

and have given rise to a mass ol alienated people. Lack of soctal concern
and social consciousness was the hallmark of the carly Indian Fuelish
women poctry. Sice womer's upbringing of those :\:,:uu. m::u__.u.m.wna
their feminine roles and they lived withiu the narrow confines of their
?.::mf they were denied access o and  Fami 1avity with the very
mgredients that would have made heir WriLing authentic and more
sociallyv yevealing .

I | Thetr wriring voiced the ary of lonely sensitive souls
win a melancholic streak. Monika Varima Lunents in ~1 Neced Words™:

Lost in this wilderness

[ need words ~ words that belong

Io people and poets, ...
L . e .
Words thar speak from one lonelness

w another. (Quastered Questions and Queries 0.)
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102 Juju Abvaliaan
Literary Magazine, Sundav). And like Monika Varne in “The Spinners”
they weave asuoange cloth in thetr exie {vom culiwre:

ler e st spinning

Spiadics ot sunshin

My land aud 1. old gossips
we wenave cloth, strange threnels run .
paatterns ran oul
the loom, the known and artknown
tn:_ur... aned worlds, words and thouzhis
my lnd ared 1, old gossips, SpI.. .
(Hers: English Torse I Firddiconr Winmen 0)

Inchinn wonen canghi between two culies. doubly alienated, lead
A marginad eximeuce et take them nowhoere, The conllict Letween
their lovaliv toa dominant tradition and dhelr compeliing noed o hreak
through the conventional bavreter has et fudian women in A double
tramework ol mind whare leclings ol doubt and solalon, and feclimgs
ol conviction and assertion, alterpate with cach other Here they [ace

:___.:,_r,.,_a;.?..:_h& rootlessness and alicnation which Teads to o severe

iddenty arisis. But as Simone de Beavorr savs i The Second Sex, "An
existent succeeds i finding himsell only in estrangement. 1n alienation:

fie sceks through the world 1o find himself it some other shape, other

(M himsel 788y, Modern women who ave basically existentialists,
move in accorchuice with theiv own personal thythm and enter realms
(hat lie beyoued social sanction. Their jouwrmey o seli-hood tollows the

lines of their natural evolurion as a person. These wornen represent

a new conscioustess.  The refuse 1o hive in the traclitional role of a

meek housewtle, Phetr tucliectual passion isell secms unorthodox and

Unreatens male supremacy. But they al essentially questioners who seek
e nature of fundamental uth of all aspects of life as they feel that
all appearances are deceptive. To them self-fullilment is an auainable

dveamn.  These wornen preserve their integrity and fulfil their need to

system ol

exist as individuals inoa sociely ot

till operates on a
_um_.:,,::.ﬂ.,._:,_ conventions. As Simone de Beavoir in The Second Sex avers,
“For she. too. 1s an existent, she fecls the urge Lo surpass, and her project

it
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3 not mere repeudtion but the manscendence towards

futur a dilerent

m {06}, Beauvolr furdher makes clear that what women “donas

tachiy is Lo be recogmized as existents by the same right 7_ .,.r..:r,_ra
:.2 1o subordinate existence wo lile, the r:::._: Leing ,.M: :,/.. MM”: L\ _n::_
_..:L. In ransiining their own philosophy for :S:c,,U:,cH.:n..:,\:.H”_MLW:H/. -
ﬁ.c:cs._n_um have redelined and modilied tlieir old role lmm_i:.c.m.w ﬁm:
former imprisoned spirit of wornen. that did not allow them 5. m.n._w. .,F
even o thelr existence, hax been st (e | oo
own destiny

: . Women by mfluencing cheir
nrich themselves and in twen enrich others:

She is not one ot those

Tightly guarded

scllbpreserving ones. S o
But selltrevealing,
sharving
Glorimusly ghving.

She renews orhers;

Therelore i renewe e e -
srelove is renewed hevselfs (Crucifivions, 27)

_,./_Ci‘ :...ﬁ...._l ol concemnc areles ol speceh that wmerely celebrate
._.A.::u_,::.... . .:F;._r.. 7 an unfolding ol silences, where woren “\3. (0 make
a ,,,,n:-hc.:xh::.ym effort to explode negadve sitences. Modern S..O\:F,: whao
are bastcally extstentiadists, move in accordance with their X.H..wc:i
H.r\ﬁ::,,h and enter realms that lie bevond social sanctdon. Thei ﬁ.mm:,s,:oe,
.:u self-hood follows the lines of their natural evodution as a ._.,.ﬁ...u,xoz\
These women preserve their mtegrity and fulfil their inner need ._.: XISt

as :,:_:..w&:m_m in a society that still operates on a system of parriarchal
COnVvenions, \
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relationships. Internet abuse has been cited as a contributing facior
in the disintegration of marriages and familics and the collapse

of promising careers.”

Masked individuality has become the rule of the Web, whether it
be in an email message, in a chat room. on an Internet bulietin boarcl
or 1o mulii-user interactive gawme, AL present theve s no possihility
to ascerrain the identity of the person vou are coming i contact with
on the Web. 1n a chat room a voung girl from South Incha could easily
masqueracde as an ciderly scientist from Canada. With emnil addresses,
vour cholce s casily available and sending bogus emails 1s also noriso
very dillicude. There s no one tw re<train vou [rom staring @ web page

of any content or style.

The old world was so different. Indecency, whether in word or deed,

was ifficult when one is tace 1o lace with another person. It contled be

this  psvehological  diffidence  that inthmdares many pcople  from
enguging in vandalism of any kind. This m-built hesitation. conplecl
with the (oree of authority ol the instiutions in gquestion as well as the
law enforcing agents of the land achninister discipline and decorwm in
soctety at large. In the telephone mode  of person  to person
cormmunication, though there v much room for dissembling. coough
checks are there in the form ol direct voice contact and recognition
as well as the techiological possibility of tracing the caller

[nternet commuitication wher it s one to one contact is free [rom
the possibility ol persenal identilication and when 1t is public media,
like the news and information sites, is not shackled by any kind of
legislative or governmental control. The cause of the growing vandalism
ranging from obscene messages o viral attacks can be traced 1o this

sense of ultimate freedom experienced under this masked individuality.

Bill Gooley, a drug demand reduction specialist with Keesler's
mental health cinic, believes the anonymity of the Internet commu-
nication, which allows a person to escape fromn reality, has grear potential
{or compulsive behaviour or misuse: “Many individuals go on-line and
gain a sense of acceptance [rom people they don’t even know,” he
suggested. “It's a coming-home feeling that can entice people to the

dewriment of family, home, career and health.”!

J.ﬂ
|
_
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I'here was a ume when actacks onn die Inrerner andd computer
viruses tised o be the interest of the elite few. Now the virus attacks

are the countmon knowledge of almost evervone.  Unlimited, thoush
perchance imaginary. {reedom and power experienced on the niuom_.
space. coupled with a possible anonymity, somchow engenders m\o::w
of the modern-day cyber demons capable of severe damage, not only
to the numerous compuiers and programs but to the well being af :J:m
sociely as a whole. N .

There 15 so much of information available and it is so eusily
accessible that the Interner has become an unbelicvably vast stove house
3.. news, views and hdormaton. And itis growing oot by day but by
minute making o a labsrindh of gens as well as junk. This itself is
creating  problenws  of s lere's

OWIL,

some  inlormauon

cre , ahout
miformation:

The seript for o 30-minete broadease by CNN would barely (] the
front page of a newspuper. A weekday cdition of a newspaper
contains as much information as the average person in the 17th
centary would be exposed o in their entive lifedme. In 1971 the
average American encountered 560 advertising messages a day; by
FO07 that bad grown ro 3,000, Gallup and the Institute m,cﬂ,._,rw
Future calculated last year that the average Brirish working day
consists ol 171 messages, 46 phone-calls, 22 emails, 15 internal
memos and 19 irems of external post.”

, Informaton Overload. with its psychological, social and physical
implhcatons. is emerging as a serious threat to any surfer. A person
exposed 1o the internct 1s bombarded by 21 hour news update, an
avalanche of email messages, faxes together with the junk equivalent
of all these. The end resule of all this is the dullness we experience
ad the mfonnation we need finally elucdes us.

David Shenk coined the phrase ‘data smog’ in his 1997 book of
the same name. This deluge of information dulls the mind, making
It harder o apply 1o yvoursell the facts that really matter:

There s a growing concern  thar informaton gluts mav be

contributing to employee health problems and increased job
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information. Obsessive compulsive tendencies and  reduced
work productivity are typically associated with this behaviour

5. Computer Addiction — In the 805, computer games such as
Solitaire and Minesweeper were programmed into computers
and researchers found that obsessive computer game playing
became problematic in organisational sctngs as employees
spent most days playing ratber than working. These games are

not interactive nor plaved online.

Dr. Kimberly Young, the recognised 1éader of this ficld and [ounder
ol the Center for Ouline Addiction, argues that the phenowenon bras
1o be called addicion as it interleres with ‘daily life activines and has
serious negative consequences. "Fhis could resulr in social isolanon and
loss of a career. There 5 no doubt that the problem ueeds special

attention.

Many ol as mav consider the World Wide Web and rhe grave
maladies that torment the netizens are stll alien to the “ordinary’
Sitizens ol our third world couniry. The above mentioned challenges
will easily be kept apart as the problems ol the allluent West or as that
of the urbanised few of our own country. Are the ailments of the Internet

relevant o us today?

. Lo a larger

The emergence of the Internet and the related faalit
extent, was accelerated by the enthusiasm of the campuses of Higher
Education in the United States and Furope. With the fast approaching
LPG (Liberalisation, Privatisation, Globalisation) trio the scene in our
country will also underge a sea-change, soon making it a preferrved ool

of learning, research and information dissemination.

The national policy documents on cducation'® looks at the field
of higher education (HE) as "an opportuniiv o rellect on the erntical
social, economic, cultural, moral and spiritnal ssues facing humanity™
The strong point of IIE it that its special contribution o the national
development is through the dissemination of specialised knowledge and
skills. ‘loday this specialised training role is [ulfilled not by the arts and
science stream nor by the majority of the professional nstitutions. but
by the enterprising private streams and specalised centres of education.

Teresian Journal of English Studies - ol 1 Noo 1 - October 2000 111

Covadually the general field of HE i painfully becoming conscious
of s underdeveloped state and the  resubrant mcompetence  and
discrunination even from the part of the students. As a result the 1E
freld ol vuwr country is forced o venowe ino the sea of 11 especially
the Internet. In rhe nexte phase of modemisation of our m:u:::go:w,
thev are hound 1o e these problems of values and [ormation that
are already laced by the urbanised few.

Fluman excellence and comnmunity leadarship being s twin goalds,

e

lormation wm values becomes the backbone of learninge and research

process of Thgher Education. The centrality of the emcrging medium

of the Tomerner with s new-lound challenges 1y values and lifestyles
will pose newer problems (or the TE of this nﬁ:Z:.v... The NPE savs:
“The growing concern over the eroston ol essendal values aad an
:I.ﬁ.a.ﬁ.::% cvinicisn: in society has #.:.A..:_m.r_ o locus the need tor
veachinsunentss e the carriculion in order o make education a lorceful
teaol for the atlivation of social and wworal vaboes™

Al thme when there 15 an oftrepeated threat ol the redundaney
ol the

whing porson in the inlormanon gathering process, the latest
challenges of the cimerging field of inloroution technology points in
the direction of the teacher assuming a newer and distinet role in the
(ield of ITF. The teacher will have o plav o crucing purt in transeiitting
the right approaches, attitudes and values 10 rhe growing generarion,
Though hefshe has been doing this all the while, for the netizen learner
the problan and context has become so very different. The teacher has

o dao the nicky role of packing “the old wine in new wineskins™. This

means re-presenting the eternal values of integriry, wholesomeness
righe relationship in the context and language ol the Internet.

and

College and Urniversity teachers may have o be uained with a
special vole they may have to plav in the changed conditions:

A least a minimumn familiarity with the Internet and sowe
awareness concerning its judicious use are a must lor the modern
tecacher of HE.

# There arc a variety of soltwvare that monitor one’s internee access
in terms of moral values and block objectionable and obscene
materials and Sties. Knowledge abont these is essenrial,
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Judas & Judas

ALS. Franca

Tey man, v throw olf despair:

Dip i vour tears and cross for a prayer.
Ut cded yor cadl? Me « man?

Fhe dervkest kiss that Litled the Son of Muan!
Ty man. wy; throw ofll despair; o
Dip 1 vour tears and oross lor a prayer

Wheet dict voie say? To dify in my lears?

Ioome caedity soaked i Jeeers.

Vet died youe suy? T cvns for a prayer?

Prayer oy the ceiser wheve sorrue erns;

Pruyer ix fhe fragrance of the :_:::._.:..m mirid;

The toax-collector's buw ageainst the Phavisean pose:
Bul I oawm the empliness afler the ecstasy of expectadinn.
{was close To s s, the closest any cowdd be;

I oane the fjarthest, the farthest any can be.

v man, wy: throw off despair;

Dip in vour tears and cross for a prayer.

Me they call Malignity.

I only kissed Hiw into those roguish hands;

{f so, 1 am the malignity of the baker kneading the dough:
I so. £ ane the malignity of the potler pressing the clay.

s eas o tree;
But of choice pure and frec.
Mine too a free;

Bt the darkest wn lastory.

Tive s the coause;
Tiee is the effect,
ree is the beginning;

Tiee is the end.

An Eternal Hope

Dr Celine E.

This day 1 pledged miv love 1o vou
This day [ see vou slip by -

mte the bevond

My Lif

caught mn rhe

chb and :9.,_ of the passtng tides.
.../.:_3. vou went, withow @.,E,,
mramg to guse back

at the deor that was closing
where [ stand waiting torever
and knock intermictendy

2t the dooue

closing behined vour retrcating shadows.

Will I, ever sce that lingering smile?

Caught m the owilight of the chiming Angelus.
Leaving behind a glow of the shinnaering sravs,
1o be lorever, spreading its luster

in the dackness of my soul.

Wil cthat be an adieu

or the ravs ol a hope that

binds us 1 eternity.
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118 e 1P Radluka

set out to write. He was commissioned by the editor of the New York
fleviewe of Books to “write a series ol articles about India, whiclh was
lurching  rtowards cconomic and  constitrional  chaos, wirh  Prime
Minister Indira Ganedhi on the verge of declaring a State of Emcergency”
(309). Nutpaul had agreed o undertake the wrip in the company of

Lis lover Margaret and do the needful.  Ite changed his mind later

and the Kmergeney gets mentioned ondy in passing in the book.

Scamlessly woven mito the tale of Naipaul's personal lile are
accounts ol the dillerent ciccumstances rhal sowed the sceds for his
numerous novels, the reviews they received, the awards they ferched
hiny, the constant linancial ircubles he faced and the various overseas
:.:.w.,,,.. he muacle iy order o _:....ct his non-fiction canon alive and ever-
growing. logether  theyv reveal how  Naipaul was driven by a
monomantacal desire o make his mark in the world as o wrirer sif
generss. French finds the mout that rded Naipaul's life in the opentig
lines ol A Bend i the Biver Ve worle s wlhae i0is: nmen who are norhing,
wlio allow themselves o hecomne nothtng, have oo place in i

aipaul
s the world aned

wis 4 tnan who wanted (o carn an unignorable plac

that explains Freneh's chotce of dde for the biography

Perlaps the only cormplanse that can be levelied agatnst s wor
is Freneht's steange and unexplained decision to have the vear 1096 at
its closing point. A momentous event marked Naipaul's lile later — his

winning ol the Nobel Prize for Lirevature in 2001, Ir s rrue that the
five year interval did not witness the publication of any substantial work
(besides Beyond Belief Islenie Excursions Among the Converted Peoples in
F998). Truer sull, that Naipaul svas by common critical consensus well
past his artistic prime by then. But having conducted soime of his most
crucial interviews of Naipaul, his old (riends, acqualntances as well as
members of his family in 2002, 2004 and 2006 for the purpose O_,si::w
thus biography, French’s omissiot appears rather mvsterious,

A Tale from the Heart of Darkness

Rebecca Thomas

“The Whue Tiger” by Aravind Adiga

Harper Collms. 2008
I'n 321

Ry 305,

Contlicting emonions ol sadness and inchignation grip vou as you

g

torn Lhe Lase pages ol The White Tiger by Aravind Achiga

Saddness. that the dog-car-dog-lite of Tndias poor s sull a reality.
ladignarion, that Adiga could find only unfluttering colours 1o paint
India witly.

B e scands o his credie rha the judges whe plod through reams

.

and rewns of Foghish ficion thougle 1t fic o declare himn winner of

the: prestigious Man Booker  ['rize for 2008,

It's curtostty chat deaws us to the hook. One more Indian has won
the Man Booker. And you wonder what makes Adiga tick. What's ut
about The White Tiger that makes Adiga join the leaguc of Rushdie, Roy
and Dewat?

The Thite Tiger is a symbol ot all that's Indian, its poverty,
imequality, corruption and social evils. The rcader sees.all frames
thwough rhe eves of a village lout Balram Halwai, another one of those
nameless. anonvimous hurnan beings who constituie the real India, the
Heart of Darkness.

Bur this “Tlall-Baked : Thinking” Indian is different. He's gol wit,
nurtures  cieamms beyond  the pate of his reach, is ruthless and
remorseless. He refuses o live and dic like a dog,
did, abused by the landlords who [atien themselves on the carcasses

the way his father

ol their slaves.
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Secrets & Lies

arvichy Premnaziv

“The searet that binds them could destroy them” - The latest novel

v Jaishree Misra

[.ondon, LLarper Collins. 2004
Pp 308

Yo gieds were not the reason for Lily waking her Lfe” said Mes
Lamhy The four women st in

Hence, thewr hent overvhelined with
tnixed cmonons Was w orelicf @ Oy guile 3

Jarshiree Muea's latest suspense twiller Secrets aund Lies unravels the
mvstery ob Lilv's ddeath alter (ifeen vears at a school reaunion, Lily
D'Souza, the beautil, alented newcomer 1o the sehool was despised
by cvervone in her cluss. The linde world of Ania. Bubbles, Zeba and
S was shaken by her arvival and they did evervthing dhey could to
vestore their Tost glory. And that included their plan o get Lily killed,

a lop Journalist with BBC. A spinster
cven at the age ol thirey one, her arrogant, checky disposition makes
it cifficult for her o seay in a relationship for long.

Bubble Raheja ancd Samira Hussain have nothing in commeaon
xcept their empity marriages,

Zeba Khan, the diva ol Bollywood, seems ‘perfect’ o her fans

around the world, Bue ir didn’t 1ake long for Zeba to rvealize that her
lile had given her nothing worth living for,

Neaw, with a leter from their former schiool Principal Miss Victoria
Lamb, their lives are all set o take the most unexpected turn.

The “be

st seller™ anthor here presents the new generation modern
women whe have the charm, wit and incelligence to make the world

Tevespur Jowmal of Faglenh Siadhies - Yol 1, Noo 1 - Oarober 2000 123

theiv own. The lour (riends, in Secrefs & Lies are on a journey to ‘dig
up’ the mystery of Lily's dearh thae lies buried 1o the churchvard of
their school. [n the process. they find what they have been searching
tor filteen years, their individuality and a purpose to their ‘messy” lives.

The domestic and dhe soctal drama which moulds/bends themsebees
in thelr stereotypical roles s the backdrop for the novel, Ania, Samira
and Bubbles, in London, find themselves in a similar stteation. A socially
committed author like Jashree Misra has purposcfully exposed the

social and domesdc paoameters that donunate the muricate lives of

moderiy woinen - cestuons relationships,  child  sexual  abuse,
homaosexual beboavior and exora poavioal allairs.

The fatest mystery thedler” from the author of “Ancient Promses

(L)

and CAccidents Like Love and Muarrtages” has a story line shinilar w

‘Classinates™, a commercially successtul modon pemare in Malacalaon bue
with o wider, clearer perspective of the bratal realices of e modorn

Hie and modern women e partioudar

The novel "Secrets and Taes” is a delinite page turuer aud the
author sustams o sense of suspense unud the very Lust page. Quute tvpcal

ol Juishiree Misra, 1 owonld sav
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Jrgee Abvaham @ Rescarch Scholar in Bnglish, Mar Adhanasius Collega,

Kothamangalam.

D Fdward A Bdezhath 0 lectuver Sclection Grade i Foglish,

Deparunent of English, St Albert's College, Einakulao.

S Prancis - Former Head ol e Deparunent of Fnglish, Fatduae Matha

College, Kollam.
D Cleline 100 Reader in English, St 7Teresa’s College. Froakulam.

D Rachika B Reader, Deparoanent of Faglish, Tatma Matha Natonal

College. Kollane. .

Rebecca Thomas @ Associate Prolessor, Department of Commnication.

oL sl

Parvartht Premmazir @ Scholwy, Depurtment of  Eaglish, St Teresa's
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